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For the Christian Juurnal. 


Some Quotations from the Rev. M.. 
Baxter. 


Messrs. Evrrors, 


In your last number I observe a piece 
with the title “ Gleanires,” in which 
there are extracts from that eminent 
Puritan divine, Richard Baxter. The 
subject of those extracts was the rights 
of conscience; and the writer who 
sends them to your Journal thinks, 
that in pleading those rights there is 
often a degree of “ self” in the form 
of latent pride. I was the other day 
Jooking over the same work of Mr. 
Baxter, sand found several passages 
which e@Xpress very nearly the same 
opinion: and the object of this com- 
munication is to offer you these pas- 
sages for publication, should you deem 
them worthy of it. 

The paragraphs I send you from 

. this work, were doubtless aimed by Mr. 
Baxter, like those contained in the ar- 
ticle Gleanings, against the wilder sec- 
taries; while it seems never to have 
occurred to his thoughts, that the church 
had but to borrow his ammunition for 
his own complete discomfiture. Mr. B. 
is describing the “ signs of pride ;” and 
the following occur, among numerous 
others : — 


“A proud man is unsatisfied with 
his standing in communion with the 
church of Christ, and is either ambi-* 
tiously as; iring to a dominion over it, 
or is inclined to a separation from it: 
they are too good to stand on even 
ground with their brethren: if they 
may be tcachers or rulers, they can 
approve the constitution of the church; 
but otherwise, it is too bad for them to 
have communion with; they must be 
of some more refined g& elevated so-, 
ciety. They are not.contedtto come 
out and be separate fromthe infidel 


——s 


. * 

and idolatrous world, but @hey must 
also come out and be separate from 
the churches of Christ; consisting. of 
men that make a credible orofeatlon 
of faith and godliness, They think 
it not enough to forbear sin themselves, 
and to have no fellowship with the 
works of darkness, but reprove thems 
nor to separate from men as they se- 
parate from Christ, but they will also 
separate from them in their duty, and 
odiously aggravate every imperfection, 
and fill the church of Christ with cla- 
mours and contegtions, and break it 
into fractions by their schisms; and 
this not for any true reformation or 
edifying of the body, (for how can di- 
vision edify it?) but to tell the world 
that they account themselves more hol 
than the church. Thus Christ himself 
was quarrelled with as unholy by the 
Pharisees, for eating with publicang 
and sinners; and his disciples, for not 
washing before meat and observing 
the traditions of the elders, and for 
rubbing out corn to eat on the Sabbath 
day: and they that will not be strict 
in their conformity to Christ, will be 
righteous overmuch, and stricter than 
Christ would have them be, where 
pride commandeth it: they will be of 
the strictest party and opinions, a4 
make opinions and parties that @i 

- stricter than God’s command ; and run 
into errors and schisms, that they may 

be singular, from the generakcommu- 
= of the church: and will be of a 
sser | flock] than Christ’s little flock.” 

P. 190. : 


To me it appears strange, nay, al- 
most unaccountable, that, yith such in+ 
struction, the Puritans should have, be- 
come separatists. One can scarcely 
believe that Mr. Baxter himself should 
sanction their doing so by his awn'ex- 
ample! Were the rights of constirnce @ 
concerned ? er was it only what Mr 
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Baxter has termed “ pride” —over- 
strictness—having less todo with sin- 
ners than the Saviour had?—But I 
proceed to another “ sign of pride” 
given in the above work. 


“ A proud man is apt to evervalue 
his own ‘nmoledge, and to be much 
waacquainted with his ignorunce ; he 
is much sensible of what he know- 
eth, than how much he is wanting of 
what he ought to know: he thinks 
Himself fit to contradict the ablest di- 
vine, when he hath scarce so much 
knowledge as will save his soul. If he 
have but some smattering, to enable 
him co talk confidently of what he un- 
derstandeth not, he thinks himself fit- 
test for the chair; and is elevated to a 
pugnacious courage, and thinks he is 
able to dispute with any man; and 
constantly gives himself the victory. 
If it be a woman that hath gathered up 
a few receipts, she tlinketh herself fit 
to be a physician, and ventures the 
lives of dearest friends upon her igno- 
rant skilfulness; when seven years 
study mote is necessary to make such 
novices Know fiow Kittle they know, 
and how mueh is utterly unknown to 
them; and seven years more to give 
them an encouraging taste of know- 
ledge: yet pride makes them doetors 
in divinity and physie by its manda- 
mus, without so much ado: and as 
they commenced so they practise, in 
the dark ; and te save the labour of so 
long studies, can spare, and gravely 
deride that knowledge which they can- 
not get at cheaper rates. And no wen- 
der, when it is the nature of pride and 
serene to cause the birth and in- 

se of each other. It were a won- 


der for an ignorunt person to be hum- 


ble, when he know+th not what abun- 
dance of "excellent truths are still un 


known to him, nor what difficulties” 


there are in every controversy, which 
he never saw. How many studious, 
learned, holy divines, would go many 
thousand miles (if that would serve) 
to be well resolved of many doubts in 
the mysteries of Providence, decrees, 
redemption, grace, free-will, and many 
the-like, and that after twenty or forty 
eyears study; when I can take them a 
boy or a woman in the streets, that can 
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confidently determine them all in a few 
words, and pity the ignorance or error 
of such divines, and shake the head at 
their blindness, and say, God hath re- 
vealed them to themselves that are 
babes! yea, and perhaps their confi- 
dence taketh dissenters for such here- 
tical, erroneous, intolerable persons, 
that they leok apon them as heathens 
and _publicans, and either with the Pa- 
pists reproach and persecute them, or 
with the lesser sects divide from them 
as from men that reeeive not the truth; 
and thus pride makes as many churches 
as there are different opinions.” P. 
191. 


According to Mr. Baxter, it was 
“ pride,” not conscience, that pro- 
duced the “ many churches” of the 
“ lesser sects.” Was there then no 
pride in that larger sect or cliurch 
which he calls “ dissenters?” he of 
course would answer, no: but let his 
arguments speak, and the answer will 
be different. ‘That body of separatists 
paid as little regard to the learned di- 
vines of the church, as the “ lesser 
sects” did to the divines less learned 
of the “ dissenters.”—I will add one 
more “ sign of pride,” as laid down by 
Mr. Baxter. 


« Pride makes men hear their teach- 


ers as judges, when they should hear ~ 
them as/earners and disriples of Christs 


they come not to be taught what they 
knew not, but to censure what they 
hear; and as confidently pass their 
judgment on it, as if their teachers 
wanted nothing but their instructions 
to teach them aright. I know that no 
potson is to be taken into the soul upon 
pretence of any man’s authority, and 
that we must prove all things, and hold 
fast that which is good : but yet I know 
that you must be taught even to do this, 
and that the pastor’s office is appomted 
by Christ as necessary to your good, 
and that the scholars that are still quar- 
relling with their teachers, and readier 
to teach their masters than to learn of 
them, and ‘boldly contradicting what 
they never understood; are too proud 
to become wise ; and that humility and 
reason. teacheth men to learn with a 
sense of their ignorance and [of | the 
necessity of a teacher.” P. 192. 
x 
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Admirable maxims, I think. And 
yet the individual who penned them, 
and his compeers, were guilty of en- 
couraging the very fault here con- 
demned : they set the people upon cri- 
ticising their teachers in theestablished 
church, that they might be drawn with- 
in the pale of dissent. Can it be ques- 
tioned, that this class of teackers stirred 
up multitudes of the weak and oe 
against their mother church, and called 
the objections thus created those of 
conserence? Yet ir. what did such a 
conscience differ from the pride which 
is pourtrayed, by Mr. Baxter, in the 
last extract ? 

I would not willingly make offensive 
remarks; yet I cannot but agree with 
Gleanings, that there is much of self, 
though in a latent form—and with Mr. 
Baxter, that there is much pride [I 
mean, hidden pride] in the case of 
many of those who are most earnest for 
the rights of conscience. The cause of 


truth will be essentially promoted by 


exposing the incorrect views of this 
subject too generally entertained. For, 


the reformation from Popery, and a .- 


sound profession of the Gospel, were, 
and are still based on the genuine rights 
of conscience ; and to preserve these, 
the pretended rights of conscience 


., gught to be stripped of their veil. Let 
_Ahe pretended rights be once abandon- 
ed, let se/f and pride be once detected 


and quelled; and conscience will have 
much less difficulty in perceiving its 
true rights, and in learning the truth 


_ and acting in accordance with its dic- 


tates. 

The deceptiveness of the heart ren- 
ders a candid investigation and a true 
understanding of this matter very ne- 
eessary. The heart may be wrongly 
affected towards the truth by causes of 
which a man is scarcely sensible ; most 
fanatics have an overrunning measure 
of self-conceit, -yet it would be very 
hard to convince them of it. This is 
the kind of pride of which I speak—a 
latent pride, wearing the disguise of 
conscience. If the person knew that 
he was proud and opinionated, yet pre- 
tended conscience, he would be a wil- 
ful hypocrite. 

With such hypocrisy I am not at 
present concerned; but with those 
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pleas of conscience, in behalf of error, - 
which the individual affected does not 
see in t light, and will not take 
pains to understand more correctly. I 
cannot think myself guilty of any breach 
of Christian charity, when I wish all 
thus deluded to perceive, with Mr. Baxs 
ter, that to follow a conscience in error 
is sin—whate" er they may think to the 
contrary. Saul of Tarsus obtained 
mercy” for opposing the ¢ “ igne- 
rantly, in unbelief :” it was as strong 
a case of the “ rights of conscience\as 
need be supposed: yet he never justi- 
fied ‘his course on that plea; no, when 
he acknowledged the “ mercy” he had 
obtained, he, by so doing, acknowledg- 
ed his sin; for, if conscience alone 
could have justified him, he would not 
have needed “ mercy.” 
I am very respectfully 
Your obedient servant, 


A CHURCHMAN. 


EEE / 


Bishop Ravenscrof(’s Charge, deliver- 
ed to the Convention of North-Caro- 
lina on the 22d of May, 1826. 


My Brethren of the Clergy and Laity, 


Tue important interests to which 
your attention has been directed dus- 
ing the session of this convention, are 
calculated to engage the most earnest 
endeavours, that the counsels agreed 
upon for the advancement of the church 
and the kingdom of the Redeemer, 
should be successful. But to this end, 
it is not only necessary that the mea- 
sures directed by this body should be 
correct in principle, and required by 
the interests of the church, but pres 
cally attainable also by the reason 
ability of the members. That such is: 
the character of the resolutions you 
have now come to, must be @vident to 
all who consider the magnitude of the 
objects to be attained, with the means 
which are at the reasonable disposal 
of the representatives of the church. 

Past experience, however, teaches 
us, that neither the necessity or the ad- 
vantage of a particular measure, nor 
yet the ability to carry it into effect, 
are in themselves sufficient to ensure 
general co-operation. The convention, 
of the church, though the proper re- 
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presentative of the particular congre- 
gations comprising it, and in fact a le- 
gislative body; yet, as it i ed with 
no coercive power, is liable to find its 
best devised and best intended mea- 
sures paralyzed, if not altogether de- 
feated, by the negligence or indifference 
of its constituents 
That this every way indefensible, 
and, if longer continued, most 
ruinous of insubordination to the 
fundamental principle of all regularly 
associated bodies, is, in our particular 
case, my brethren, the consequence of 
inconsideration in some, and want of 
proper information in others, I am well 
persuaded, and am, therefore, induced 
to give my annual charge to the diocese 
such a direction as may tend to obvi- 
ate this evil, by laying before the mem- 
bers of the church such a plain, yet 
concise view of the popular nature of 
our frame of ecclesiastical government, 
as shall tend to engage and secure the 
ready concurrence and co-operation of 
all our members in favour of the mea- 
sures agreed upon, either for particular 
or general good, by the regularly elect- 
ed representatives of the particular con- 
gregations and of the diocese at large. 
The first delegation af power and 
authority by the mem ndividually, 
is that committed to the vestries of each 
particular congregation. These are bo- 
dies of men varying in number accord- 
ing to the constitution of particular dio- 
ceses, but most commonly limited to 
twelve, annually chosen by a majority 
of the votes of each particular congre- 
gation, and form, as it were, the legis- 
ative council of the parish or congre- 
gation by which they are elected. To 
fhe vestries it appertains to direct and 
transact the secular concerns of the 
congregation ; to assess and collect the 
pecuniary contributions required of the 
members; to appoint the delegates to 
the diocesan conventions ; to elect the 
church-wardens out of their own body ; 
and to act as counsellors and assessors 
with their clergyman, if required, in 
eases of discipline, and other matters 
of common concern. They are also 
required to keep a regular record of 
the members of the congregation; of 
the iages, baptisms, and burials 
in the congregation; and to enter a 
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statement of their proceedings at every 
meeting. 

To the church-wardens it more ese 
pecially belongs, to toke care of the 
church buildings; of the communion 
plate, books, and vestments; to pra- 
vide the elements for the holy commu- 
nion, at the common expense ; to main- 
tain order and decorum during public 
wi }3 and to regulate the necessary 
provision for the poor of the parish. 
It is their duty also, in the absence, or 
at the desire of the minister, to preside, 
according to seniority of appointment, 
at all meetings of the vestry; to direct 
the entries to be made by the secretary, 
according to the determination of the 
majority; to sign the proceedings of 
each meeting; and to certify all ex- 
tracts from the records, particularly all 
certificates of delegation to the dioce- 
san conventions. 

From this brief view of the appoint- 
ment and purpose of vestries, it must 
be evident, I think, that provision is 
made for the administration of paro- 
chial affairs upon the most popular 
model compatible with order and ef- 
fect. The vestrymen being themselves 
members of the congregation, must be 
intimately acquainted with the condi- 
tion and circumstances of their consti- 
tuents; and as they must themselves 
be affected, in a proportional degree, _ 
by the resolves of the vestry, every se- 
curity is obtained that nothing like ope 
pression or injustice towards the rest 
of the members will be attempted. But 
even if such a case should occur, the 
congregation retains the remedy in 
their own hands, in the annual elec- 
tions 

The next delegation of power and- 
authority from the members of the 
church, is that which is exercised, me- 
diately through the vestries, in the ap- 
pointment of lay delegates to the dioce- 
san conventions. 

These bodies are to the diocese at 
large, what the particular vestries are 
to the several congregations composing 
them; the only difference between 
them being that which arises from the 
charge and management of general and 
particular interests, and the conse- 
quently superior importance of their 
determinations. 
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To the diocesan conventions, and of 
eourse to this body as such, it apper-’ 
tains to consult and provide for the 
general interests of the diocese; to 
enact, amend, or repeal canons or laws 
ecclesiastical, for the regulation of the 
members at large ; to elect the bishop ; 
to appoint the sturding committee, or 
council ef advice fer the bis to 
choose the clerical and lay es 
to represent the diocese in the triennial 
conventions of the general church in 
these United States ; and to assess and 
regulate the pecuniary centributions 
which are required for the general in- 
terests. And as the particular vestries 
are the organs through which the en- 
actments of the diocesan conventions 
are carried into effect, so are the dioce 
san conventions also the organs where- 
by the General Convention fulfils its 
still higher and more comprehensive 
duties. Through these, as links in the 
chain, the frame of our ecclesiastict 
government is compacted together by 
joints and bands which are essentially 
popular. It is based upon the will of 
the majority of the members, person- 
ally exercised in the immediate election 
of the vestries, and it returns to them 
again in the annual control which they 
retain over those elections; and that 
they may act with judgment on their 
affairs, provisign is made for their full 
information, by the public manner in 
which the conventions hold their ses- 
sions, and by the general dissemination 
of the annual journal of their proceed- 
ings. 

With a frame of ecclesiastical go- 
vernment as directly assimilated to, 
and equally congenial with the civil 
institutions of our country, as that of 
any other known religious denomina- 
tion in it, Episcopalians may surely be 
permitted to express their sorrow, that 
so persevering an effort should have 
been made to impress upon the public 
mind the false and unfounded persua- 
sion, that the principles of their go- 
vernment, and the tenets of their reli- 
gious belief, are alike hostile to the 
free and happy institutions of this ta- 
voured land; and to indulge the hope, 
that both those who circulate, and those 
who receive so injurious and uncharit- 
able a misrepresentation, will at least 


oe, 
Bishop Ravenscroft's Charze. 229 


take the pains to be more truly inform- 
ed. As, however, this remainder of a 
nrost unhappy prejudice has been wide- 
ly spread and long entertained, I feel 
it due to the interests committed to me, 
to show farther, that in the administra- 
tion of the frame of government adopt- 
oq by the Protestant Episcopal Church 

these United States, nothing con- 
trary to the will of the individual mem- 
bers of the church, expressed by a ma- 
jority of their representatives, can be 
forced upon them Every bishop is 
elected by the votes of the clergy and 
laity of the diocese assembled in con- 
vention ; every pastor of a particular 
parish or congregation is called to the 
charge by the vestry of the parish; 
and the vestry being elected by the 
members themselves, every precaution 
is taken, that as the whole is instituted 
for the common benefit, common con- 
sent shall be the basis from which a 
necessary power and authority to ads 
minister the system with advantage 
and effect shall spring. Nothing des- 
potic, nothing unregulated by laws 
passed by the representatives of the 
members of the church, is admitted in 
the constitution of the Protestant Epis- 
copal ccutivalicer the bishop is onl 
an executive @fficer, restrained and di- 
rected by express canons in the exer- 
cise of the authority committed to him; 
the only absolute power possessed by 
him being that of a negative nature, 
and this confined to matters purely 
conscientious; such as the refusal to 
admit a candidate for ordination, al- 
though recommended by the examiners 
as, in their judgment, qualified to re- 
ceive orders, and cases of a like nature, 
A bishop can neither suspend, displace, 
or degrade a clergyman, otherwise than 
as the carwns direct’ Nor canja clergy- 
man exercise the discipline of the 
church upon a communicant, except 
according to the rubrics and canons, 
and ultimately liable to the decision of 
the bishop, to whom, in every such 
case, an appeal lies. 

Every security being thus taken 
against the oppressive exercise of the 
authority confided to the different offi- 
cers who are appointed to administer 
its affairs, and no authority being con- 
ferred but what is absolutely necessary 











for the edification of the body, it should 
surely be a prevailing argument with 
Episcopalians, to respect and support 
their ecclesiastical constitution by the 
observance of all the duties it imposes 
upon them. 
And first, they owe to their own in- 
terest, to the credit and welfare of the, 
church, and to the advancement of true 
religion, a conscientious performance 
of their right and duty in the election 
of the members of the vestry. On this 
every thing may be said to depend, be- 
cause to the vestries all subsequent 
measures for the year are referred. 
And not only is it a conscientious duty 
that every member of the church should 
personally attend on the annual elec- 
tion day, but that he should vote also 
for those persons wha, for their piety, 
their standing in public ectimation, and 
other qualifications combined, give the 
best assurance of a faithful and profit 
able performance of the trust commit- 
ted to them. In electing these men, 
respect should be had, in the first place, 
to their standing as Christians ; a Chris- 
tian body should surely be represented 
by Christians. In truth it is desirable, 
that in every case the representatives 
of the church should be communicants. 
But as this, unhappily, i in all cases 
possible, it is therefore not insisted up- 
on ; nor is any particular congregation, 
or the church at large, debarred, by 
any regulation, from the services of 
those friendly laymen whose orderly 
lives and respect for religion encourage 
the happy hope that they are not far 
from the kingdom of God. 
Secondly, they owe it to conscience 
to consistency to obey the regula- 
tions, and carry into effect the lawful 
resolutions and enactments of their re- 
presentatives. As the members of a 
particular church are morally bound 
by the acts of their vestry; so are all 
the congregations in a diocése equally 
bound by the acts of their convention ; 
and all the conventions of this country 
“by the acts of the General Convention 
of this church. And the ground of this 
obligation is plain and obvious. As 
the individual members are bound by 
every Cowher of right reason to per- 
form duties and fulfil the engage- 
ments growing out of the lawful acts of 
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their immediate representatives ; so are 
these also, in the same manner, equally 
bound by the lawful acts of their im- 
mediate representatives, up to the high- 
est judicatory known to the church, 

F rom this very brief but just state- 
ment of the popular principle upon 
which the frame of our ecclesiastical 
government is founded, the members 
of the church in this diocese, J trust, 
will be induced to pay more attention 
to the election of their immediate re- 
presentatives, and feel that the care- 
lessness and indifference too frequently 
manifested as to this duty, is, in fact, a 
surrender at once of private and publi¢ 
obligation, and a mark of great laxity 
of principle, both as churchmen and 
Christians. , 

As an additional and very powerful 
reason to give to the whole of this sub- 
ject the serious consideration its real 
importance demands, I would remark, 
that as the whole power possessed by 
the administrative bodies of the church 
is of a mural nature, and dependent for 
its effect on the influence of this prin- 
ciple over the members, all unneces- 
sary neglect of the personal duties con- 
sequent on the right of election by 
them, of the relative duty of represen- 
tatives, with all refusal to carry into 
effect the decisions of the vestries and 
conventions, is so far very conclusive 


proof of the weakness of the moral, 


principle of indifference to the interests 
of religion, and of disregard for the only 
just and safe ground on which either 
civil or religious liberty can be main- 
tained, viz. submission to the will of 
the majority constitutionally declared. 

Let not then the church of which we 
are happily members, have to take up 
the reproach of her great Founder and 
Head, as expressed by the prophet 
Isaiah, “ I have nourished and brought 
up children, and they have rebelled 
against me.” Our nursing mother ap- 
peals to us for support; let us not 
prove ourselves unnatural children, by 
devouring the breasts which we have 
sucked, and refusing the support and 
defénce which our spiritual parent re- 
quires in the day of.her..need. Shé 
has given all to her.children ; she has 
reserved nothing for. herself, but the 
comfort and consolation which springs 
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from unfeigned love and devoted at- 
tachment in them, grounded on the 
irrefragable testimony of heaven and 
earth united in favour of her divine 
origin and saving purpose, as held and 
maintained by the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in these United States. 


—_—= 
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For the Christian Journal. 


An Address delivered in St. Michael’s 
Church, before the Charleston Pro- 
testant Episcopal Sunday School 
Society, at their Seventh Anniver- 
sary, May 16th, being the Tuesday 
in Whitsun-Week, 1826. By Fre- 
perick Datcno, M. D. Assistant 
Minister of St. Michael’s Church, 
Charleston. 


Ir is not often that occasions like the 
present produce addresses of equal me- 
Tit with the one before us. The author 
has well considered his subject, and has 
embraced a wide field of research on 
the moral and religious instruction of 
the rising generation. The whole of 
his remarks, extending, with an appen- 
dix, to 26 closely-printed pages, are 
excellent, and would well repay a pe- 
rusal. The address, however, is too 
long for insertion in our Journal, and 
we must therefore content ourselves 
with extracts. He commences his sub- 
ject by stating, that 

“ However interesting and useful the 
annual commemoration of political, and 
sometimes of military events, may be; of 
empires founded, or of liberty attained or 
secured; yet there are none which so 
deeply affect the sympathies of our na- 
ture, as the anniversary celebration of in- 
stitutions founded for the glory of God, 
and the religious improvement of man.” 


And after depicting the emotions arising 
from the latter case, and moralizing on 
the benefits to be derived from them— 
contrasting the mere moral man with 
the Christian one, and secular educa- 
tion with religious ; showing that * the 
effects of secular schools are immedi- 
ately seen and felt in the ordinary con- 
cerns of life; while the benefits dis- 
pensed by Sunday schools will chiefly 
be experienced in another world ;” he 
proceeds— 


“Sunday schools are admirably calcu- 
lated to lay the foundation of religious 


Rev. Dr. Daleho’s Address: 


231 


knowledge in the youthful mind, and 
more particularly when they are seconded 
at home by the catechetical instruction 
and Christian demeanour of parents. It 
is not, however, without the most painful 
anxiety that the clergy have often to la- 
ment that many in every community, and 
in every class of society, appear to be re- 
gardiess, or ignorant, of the vital import- 
ance of domestic religion and parental ex- 
ample. Is it probable, my friends, that a 
parent will be able to convinee: his child 
by any arguments he may use, of the scri 
tural obligation of reverencing God’s holy 
name, his sanctuary, and his Sabbaths; 
of praying to him in private, and worship- 
ping him in public; when the practice of 
the parent contradicts his precepts? Will 
he not place his child im this distressing 
dilemma—either, fromthe parent’s prace 
tice, not to believe in the necessity of these 
duties, and thereby defy the authority of 
God—or, from his precepts, believe them 
to be necessary, and his parent guilty of 
hypocrisy and impiety? Would not this 
weaken the claim which every parent has 
by nature upon the respect and love of 
his child? And how lamentable is it 
know that this case, though strong, isa 
fearful reality. © 

“ The moral and religious instruction of 
children, by example as well as precept, 
is a duty which parents cannot neglect 
without sin. Revelation, reason, parental 
affection, all conspire to render the duty 
imperative. Children are the heirs of im- 
mortality, and.are born for another world 
as well as forthis. The promises of old 
were made to them, as well as to their 
fathers; and if they are trained up in the 
school of virtue and piety, they may, 
through the grace of God, reap the un- 
speakable blessings which he has pro- 
mised to faith and obedience. So highly 
important is this duty considered by the 
Almighty, that he made it one of the ex- 
cellencies in Abraham’s character, that 
he brought up his household in the know- 
ledge of God: ‘ For I know him,’ said 
our heavenly Father, ‘ that he will coms 
mand his children, and his household after 
him, and they shall keep the way of the 
Lord, to do justice and judgment.” -And 
we are equally bound, my friends, to do 
every thing which has but the smallest 
tendency to ‘ keep’ our children in the 
* way of the Lord,’ and save them from 
irreligion and ruin. If we watch over the 
health of their body with unwearied soli. 
citude, and carefully guard it from eve 
thing likely to do it injury; how muc 
more ought we to guard the health of the 
soul! Moral evil will as effectually ruin 
the one, as natural evil will destroy the 
other. Their souls as well as their bodies 
are intrusted to our care, and we shall be 
held accountable to God for the means of 
gtace which we may not have permitted 
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them to enjoy, or they lave been suffered 
wilfully to | se Although this re- 
sponsibility belongs in a much greater 
degree to parents, yet a portion of it resis 
upon others; for it is the duty of every 
virtuous and religious man to lessen, «s 
fav as in him les, the moral want of his 
fellow-creatures, to increase and to che- 
rish the means devised by the pious and 
benevolent for their spiritual improve- 
ment, and, if it were possible, to bring 
every child of Adam into the fold of the 
great ‘ Shepherd and Bishop of our souls’ 

* Let me then affectionately urge upon 
the attention of parents the imporiant 
duties of which we have been speaking: 
Jet me entreat you to consider, tbat reli- 
gion is all-important to the human race, 

oth here and hereafter. Whatever opi- 
nion the world may hold upon this sub- 
ject is but of little moment, when it con- 
tradicts the word of God. ‘ Bring up’ 
your children ‘in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord,’ are the words of inspi- 
ration and of command. Nothing is here 
left to our choice but unqualified obedi- 
ence, or a contemptuous rejection of the 
authority of the Lawgiver.” 


Our author then answers the objec- 
tion raised by persons who have lite 
or no religion themselves, “ that chil- 
dren ought not to be instructed in any 
peculiar doctrines, lest they may change 
their opinions in maturer age.” And 
in discoursing on this subject, and on 
the particular advantages of Sunday 
school instruction, he thus remarks :— 


“ There is nothing too préposterous tor 
the human mind to cherish, if it be not 
disciplined in the school of vital piety. 
The young svon begin to assume the right 
of thinking for themselves; and if for no 
other reason than to obtain a little noto- 
ricty among their companions, they will 
sometimes espouse principles which they 
do not believe, or consider a matter of 
perfect indifference whethe: they be true 
or false. hey first, perhaps, impose up- 
on others; but, at length, deceive and 
ruin themselves. This, however, may be 
as much the fault of their education as of 
their nature; for it is very possible to 

ive them a speculative knowledge cf re- 

igion, without improving the heart by 
vit«l piety; and if they be left.to find out 
areligion for themselves, they may ‘know 
Christ,’ but not ‘ him crucified’ for the 
sins of the world. We must, therefore, 
be careful not to mistake an outward re- 
spect for Christian principles for Christi- 
anity itself, or confound mere animal ex- 
citement with serious devotion. If we are 
convinced thut the faith of our church is 
pure, her ordinances scriptursl, her mi- 
nistry apostolical, and ber worship in ac- 
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cordance with primitive usage—if we be- 
lieve her. to be, for these reasons, ‘ the 
Church of the livmg’ God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth’—it is natural that we 
should desire our children to be taught, 
and to ‘hold fast the form of sound words,’ 
and to be partokers of the same privileges 
with ourselves. Et is unquestionably our 
duty to guard them «gainst error in relis 
gious principles us well as in moral prac- 
tice, and to promote an ardent and basting 
attachment to those vital truths and vir- 
tuous habits whieh, we confidently be- 
lieve, will make us acceptable to Gad. If 
our own principles are ‘ grounded and 
settled in the faith, and we are not moved 
away from the hope of the Gospel,’ this 
will certainly be the course we shall pure 
sue. The sliglitest reflection on the sub- 
ject will convince us that we must not, 
through an affectation of liber «lity, which 
is only another name for religious mdif- 
ference, leave their doctrinal impressions 
to ‘time «nd. chance,’ but we must ene 
deavour, by every possible means, to give 
them a seriptur. 1 Knowledge of the ¢ faith 
ence delivered to the saints,’ as we firmly 
believe it to be taught in iis purest form 
in our apostolic church. But if we believe 
it to be unisiportant what religion they 
profess, it must be « matter of indiffer. 
ence whether they have any or none, 
Where this would be likely to end res 
quires no greut foresight to tell. 

“ To those who ask whut we can teach 
in Sund.y schools which cannot be learned 
at home? we may briefly reply, nothing; 
and yet very consistently urge their im- 
portance. For we may im our turn ask— 
Will, or can every family undert ke to 
give Christian instruction to its children, 
adapted to their several ages and capacie 
ties? Have all the time, the inclination, 
und the ability to teach wh.t it 1s the im- 
mortal interests of children to learn? Do 
not many heads of families in every com- 
munity, and more particulurly among the 
poor, stand in need of instruction them. 
selves, even in ‘ the first principles of the 
oracles of God?” And do we not know 
from experience, that Sunday schools have 
imparted to children the knowledge of 
which their parents were ignorant; and 
that they have been, under God, the happy 
instruments of instructing those who ought 
to have instructed them? Do parents, ge- 
nerally, teach their children to love, to 
court the favour, and to dresd the dis- 
pleasure of their Maker? Do they make 
them study the Scriptures, that the nu- 
merous rules of moral obligation may be 
indelibly stamped upon their heart? Do 
they make them repeat the portions they 
have learned, and explain to them what 
they do not understand? Do they instruct 
them in the formularies of the church, 
that they may join in public worship with 


understanding and edification? Do they 





eS 


ce 
ile 


cy 
at 
ct 
sh, 
ith 








August, 1826.] 


teach them by precept and example ‘the 
beauty of holiness,’ and the guilt of sin! 
Do they endeavour to excite their adora- 
tion and love for the unspeakable mercies 
of redemption through Christ, and for all 
the other blessings which God so graci- 
ously bestows, and we so unthankfully re- 
ceive? Do they persuade them to lead a 
virtuous and a Christian life, in confor- 
mity with the spirit and precepts of the 
Gospel, and to approve themselves before 
God ‘in all holy conversation and godli- 
ness” Wo tlicy teach them the vanity of 
those things which mere men of the world 
80 anxiously desire, and so eagerly pur- 
sue ; and do they recommend that their 
adorning be not that ‘outward adorning’ 
of whici an apostle speaks, ‘ the plaiting 
the hair, and the wearing of gold, or the 
putting on of apparel; but much rather 
the hidden man of the heart, in that which 
is not corruptible, even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the 
sight of God of great price?? Do they 
admonish them not to be ‘ lovers of plea- 
sures more than lovers of God,’ and tell 
them that ‘without holiness no one can 
see the Lord?’ And, in short, do they 
earnestly and affectionately entreat them 
to cultivate all the graces of the Christian 
character, that they may, by faith and 
obedience, attain a blessed existence be- 
yond the grave? Are you not, my friends, 
assured in your own minds, that if these 
important subjects be early pressed upon 
the attention of youth in an interesting 
and persuasive manner, they would in- 
duce, by the grace of God, a serious habit 
of thinking on divine things, which might 
continue with them the rest of their lives, 
reclaim them if they went wrong, and ul- 
timately preserve them from misery and 
Tuin?* And yet, I fear, there are many 
families in every community who call 
themselves Christians, who do none of 
these things. But if these things be pro- 
Motive of the everlasting salvation of chil- 
dren, and if they be not taught at home, 
where can they be more readily learned 
than in Sunday schools? For what are 





* * The late Mr. Newton, rector of St. 
Mary Woolnoth, London, has left on record 
the advantages he derived from the instruction 

a pious mother. ‘She stored my memory,’ 
says he, ‘which was very retentive, with many 
valuable pieces, chapters and portions of Serip- 
ture, catechisms, hymns, and poems.’ The 
Viciousness of his life whén he first grew up is 
well known; and his subsequent return to the 
paths of virtue, and his eminent usefulness as 
a Christian minister, are in some measure at- 
tributed by him to the early instruction which 
his mother had given him. ‘ These exrly im- 
pressions,’ he says, * were a great restraint up- 
on me, they returned again and again, and it 
was very long before I could wholly shake them 
off; and when the Lord at leugth opened my 
eyes, I found great benefit from the recollec- 
tion of them? ”” 
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these institutions but so many churches 
in miniature, where religious instruction 
is brought down to the capacity of chil- 
dren, atu personally upplied by the teach- 
ers to individual understanding. 

“In pointing out a few of the more obs, 
vious advantages of Sunday schools, I may 
state that their influence is immediately 
perceived in the concerns of life. When 
a youth, through love or fear, obeys and 
honours his Maker, he will, from the im- 
pulse of the same feeling, obey and hoe 
nour his parents. The mild virtues and 
spiritual graces of Christianity will make 
him more docile at home, and more pa- 
tient of instruction in the secular schools: 
and as a religious foundation has been 
laid in the Sunday schools, he may pure 
sue his studies in the history of antiquity, 
without the fear of imbibing false notions 
of morality and religion, and of forgetting 
the moral code of Christianity, in his ad- 
miration of the pagan philosophers and 
deified men. And here it may be remark- 
ed, that there is nothing to prevent us 
from giving our children an accomplished 
education, while, at the same time, we 
earnestly endeavour to instil into their 
minds the piety of Christians. 

* Another advantage to be derived from 
Sunday schools, and that none of the least, 
is, that our pupils, being accustomed to re- 
peat their exercises aloud to their teach- 
ers in the presence of their class, and of- 
tentimes in the hearing of their minister 
and many of the congregation, they ac- 
quire a confidence in the expression of 
their religious principles, which, other- 
wise, they would not be so apt to feel. - 
The happy consequence of this will be, 
that, in riper years, should they hear the 
libertine, the infidel, and the scorner 
sneer at the doctrines of revealed reli- 
gion, they will neither be overpowered 
by fear, nor confounded by false reason« 
ing. They will stand as an host ‘ on the 
Lord’s side,’ to combat infidelity and vice, 
and to ‘ put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish men.” They will, we trust, be 
strengthened by our Lord, as he has pro- 
mised his disciples—‘ I will give you a 
mouth and wisdom, which all your adver- 
saries shall not be able to gainsay nor re- 
sist?” 


We shall make but one extract more 
from the address, which relates to the 
number of Sunday school pupils in the 
United States and in Great-Britain. 


* Sunday schools.are moral engines of 
great and increasing power, which are 
calculated to produce, at some future 
time, a wonderful influence over the civil- 
ized world. Some opinion of this happy 
effect may be formed from the great ex- 
tent of their operations. ‘The number of 
pupils in the United States is considerably 
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more than 100,000, and in Great-Britain 
and Ireland there are between 8 and 
900,000 children now receiving Christian 
instruction in these schools. And the fact 
has often been published, that in Great- 
Britain and the United States but few of 
the number who have received the ad- 
vantages of these, or similar institutions 
for religious instruction, have been ar- 
raigned for crimes in courts of justice.* 
Such, theny being the transforming influ- 
ence of religion over the human charac- 
ter, what friend of the Redeemer, what 
friend of the best interests of his country 
and his species, would hesitate one mo- 
ment to promote the religious and moral 
condition of the rising generation ?”” 


We cannot however close this ar- 
ticle without copying the following in+ 
teresting narrative of an amiable child, 
introduced, and added by way of note 
to the address, to elucidate some re- 
marks of the author, tending to show 
the uncertain tenure of life, particu- 
larly as respects children, and the duty 
of parents and guardians “ to prepare 
them for an immortal existence in 
glory beyond the grave.” 


“ Mary D., the only surviving child of 
Dr. Horatio S. and Henrietta Waring, was 
born in this city, December 7th, 1815.— 
The character of this amiable child was 
peculiarly interesting. At an age when 
ehildren usually enjoy the amusements of 
the nursery, her mind was bent on other 
pursuits. She delighted in the aequisition 
of new ideas from surrounding objects, 
and was accustomed to consider with se- 
riousness those religious principles which 
improve the heart and regulate conduct. 
When but five years old, she derived great 
pleasure fr#m listening to her mother while 
she read to her some of the many beauti- 
ful and instructive stories in the Bible. 
When called for this purpose, she suffered 
no engagement to prevent her immediate 
and cheerful attendance. Her temper was 
amiable and meek; her mind ingenuous 
and active, though inclined to be serious; 
and as she was early accustomed to attend 





 * It is stated by Dr. Walmsley, on the 
authority of the late recorder of London, that 
from 1814 to 1819, there were committed to 
Newgate 497 juvenile culprits, of whom only 
14 ever belonged to the schools which are un- 
der the auspices of the National Society for 
the Education of the Poor in the Prineiples of 
the Established Church. Grants Hist. of the 
rch of Eng.iv. p. 413. Lond. 1825. 
| “The philaathropic Howard discovered that 
Yn Switzerland crimes were but seldom per- 
etrated, and capital punishment had been in- 
icted but once in 17 years: aud he ascribes 
this moral suciety to the religious 
instruction of the poor.” 
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with her parents upon public worship, it 
acquired a devotional cast. She never 
thought the service of the church too 
long: young as she was, she remained 
without complaining of fatigue, and fre- 
quently staid until the communion was 
finished. Her private devotions were re- 
gularly performed. For several years she 
used the following little prayer, which 
she had composed for her own use :—‘ I 
y to God to bless my dear father and 
mother—uall my relations and friends; to 
bless me, and make me a good child; for 
Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.’ She was very 
inquisitive about the laws and operations 
of nature, and would often remark to her 
parents, ‘ You know I am a curious, sin- 
gular child.” On some occasion of this 
kind her father said to her, ‘ Well, my 
daughter, what do you think of things 
generally” To which she replied, ‘I 
think upon God.’ * And what next?’ she 
was asked. ‘ My school and my learning.” 
When collections were made in the church 
for charitable purposes, she displayed con- 
siderable sensibility in bestowing her mite. 
She contributed towards the education of 
a child, and belonged to some juvenile 
chafitable societies. Thus early accus- 
tomed to feel for the wants of others, and 
to practise charity as a religious duty, she 
learned to value and to be grateful for the 
blessings of her own condition in life; 
and these principles would, most proba- 
bly, have strengthened with her years and 
increased with her ability to be liberal. 
What added probably to the seriousness 
of her character, was a fondness she had 
contracted for the company of aged per- 
sons. She took a particular delight in vi- 
siting and conversing with the venerable 
Josiah Smith, who soon followed ker to 
the grave, at the great age of 94 years, 

“Thus her life glided smoothly along. 
Mary was happy, was greatly beloved by 
her friends, and daily acquiring those in- 
tellectual and pious principles which 
made them anticipate her future useful- 
ness in society. But in an unlooked-for 
hour their expectations vanished, and she 
was called to participate in far different 
scenes than this fading world affords. Re- 
turning from school on Thursday, January 
Sth, 1826, a dray casually run over her, 
and injured her so severely that she died 
in a few days. 

* How often is the uncertain tenure of 
human existence made the theme of pube 
lic exhortation in vain! Notwithstanding 
we are so frequently reminded of the aw- 
ful truth, that ‘in the midst of life we 
are in death,’ how little do the generality 
of mankind regard the monition! We 
travel the dangerous path of life, expect- 
ing that ‘to-morrow shall be as this day, 
and much more abundant.’ But, alas! ‘ we 
know not what shall be on the morrow. 
For what is our Ife? It is even a vapour, 
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that appeareth for a little time, and then 
vanisheth away.’ 

“The Christian fortitude displayed by 
this amiable child under the severest an- 
guish of body, was much above her years; 
and proves, in a very striking manner, the 
importance of giving a right direction to 
the feelings of children by religious in- 
struction, and at the same time shows the 
advantages they derive from the example 
of pious parents. On the day following 
the accident, Mary said to her agonized 
mother, ‘ Mother! if I die, shall I die a 
Christian?” evidently showing that this 
had been the subject of her anxious 
thoughts and pursuits while in health. 
How many persons, t fear, much older 
than Mary, leave this world without ask- 
ing themselves the same important ques- 
tion! She was heard to pray in the words 
of the collect for the Sunday after Christ- 
mas, that she might be ‘ daily renewed by 
the Holy Spirit” This is a strong argu- 
ment in favour of our practice of making 
the Sunday school children commit the 
collects to memory, that they may imbody 
them in their private devotions. Her at- 
tendants frequently heard her repeat the 
words, ‘ our righteousness, our righteous- 
ness.’ She probably had in her mind 
something which she had either heard or 
read of the difference between the righte- 
ousness of Christ and any that we can 
possibly pretend to, and was in her heart 
trusting alone to the righteousness of her 
Saviour. Perfectly calm and collected, 
she would speak of heaven, and say, that 
*she wished to die; she wished to leave 
this wicked world, and go to that happy 
place, to join the angels round the throne.’ 
She would endeavour to assuage her pa- 
rents’ grief, by wiping the tears from 
their eyes, and telling them that ‘ she 
was happy.” From Saturday to Wednes- 
day, her sufferings, though known to be 
acute, appeared absorbed in strong devo- 
tional feelings. The frequent repetition 
of hymns and religious sentiments seemed 
to animate her sinking frame on the way 
to the grave. Among the hymns she se- 
lected were the 41st, ‘ When I can read 
my title clear, to mansions in the skies,’ 
and the 46th, ‘Glory to thee my God this 
night’ Part of the latter she sung with 
great animation but a few hours before 
her death; this was in the stillness of 
night, and was so impressively solemn, 
that several of her friends were brought 
into her chamber from an adjoining room. 
She then repeated the Lord’s Prayer dis- 
tinctly, joining her little hands in the 
usual posture of prayer. She evidently 
was strengthened by the grace of God; 
for though her bodily suffering was great, 
yet her countenance beamed with mild- 
ness. She asked her friends around her to 
pray for her. When she had just awoke 
out of sleep, she told her mother, with an 
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interesting smile on her countenance, * she 
had dreamed that she had seen Jesus, and 
that he had kissed her.’ It may be pre- 
sumed that the love of the Redeemer had 
been a frequent subject of her medita- 
tions when awake, At another time she 
said to herself, ‘ A time to live, and @ 
time to die.’ While all about her were 
in tears, she alone was unappalled at the 
scene which was closing around her. She 
placed her hand upon her father’s head, 
and looking at him with great compo- 
sure, wiped the tears from his face, and 
said, ‘ Don’t cry; I am happy” Then 
turning to her mother, she wiped het 
eyes, and said to her, ‘ Be calm, be still, 
mother.’ In making the former remark, 
‘a time,’ &c., she probably had in her 
mind, ‘ a time to be born, and a time to 
die,’ Ecel. iii. 2. And the latter she pro- 
bably paraphrased from psalm xlvi. 10, 
‘ Be still, and know that 1 am God.” Mary 
probably had learned these passages ip 
some of her Sunday school exercises, or 
from the pious readings of her parents. 
Her favourite chapter of the Scriptures 
was John xiv. which she requested her 
mother to read to her. It was well adapt. 
ed to the afflictive scene, and to her own 
entire submission to the will of God. It 
begins thus: ‘ Let not your heart be 
troubled: ye believe in God’ Her ami- 
able disposition, and her desire to 4 
good according to her ability, are seen 
the following circumstance:—The servant 
who attended her when the accident oce 
curred, sat weeping at the foot of her bed. 
She called her with great animation—’ 
‘Margaret! what do you cry so for? If 
I die and go to heaven, I will come back 
and see if I can’t do something good for 
ou.’ 
“ This amiable child had long been a 
pupil in the Sunday school of St. Michael’s 
church, where her attention and intelli- 
gence had endeared her to the excellent 
lady who was her teacher, and for whom 
she expressed, on her death-bed, the 
greatest affection. As she earnestly de- 
sired to see her, it was proposed to her 
on Sunday to send for her. But she re- 
plied, ‘No; Miss R. does not visit on 
Sundays.’ Mary had forgot to discrimi- 
nate between acts of mercy and visits of 
mere ceremony or amusement. The first 
are praiseworthy, and pious, and accept. 
able to God; the others profane the Sab. 
bath day. She was naturally of a timid 
disposition, but education had given her 
a consilerable degree of religious forti- 
tude. Jn the midst of her oalieions she 
was often heard to say, ‘ Patience, pa- 
tience, you know,’ as if reproving he 
for some momentary feeling of di 
pointed hope. “ 
‘It will not be matter of surprise, that 
the loss of such a child was deeply afflic- 
tive to her parents; and that nothing but 
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@ strong sense of religious feeling, and 
entire resignation to him who ‘ doeth ac- 
cording to his will in the army of heaven, 
and among the inhabitants of the earth,’ 
could have supported them through the 
severity of their trial. What an admirable 
lesson does the royal psalmist read us on 
such an occasion! ‘ While the child was 
et alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, 
ho can tell whether God will be graci- 
ous to me, that the child may live? But 
now he is dead, wheretore should I fast? 
Can I bring him back again? J shall go 
to him, but he shall not return to me.’ The 
will of God be done. 
“She died January 11th, 1826, aged 10 
years, 1 month, and 4 days.” 


—_——— 
For the Christian Journal. 
Maryland Convention. 


‘ Tus convention was held on the 
24th, 25th, and 26th of May, 1826.— 
The Right Rev. Bishop Kemp, and a 
number of clergymen and laymen, be- 
ing assembled in St. Paul’s church, at 
eleven o’clock on the 24th, divine ser- 
vice was conducted by the Rev. Mr. 
Gilliss, and a sermon preached by the 
Rev. William E. Wyatt, D.D. The 
Dord’s supper was then administered 
by the bishop, assisted by the Rev. Mr. 
Gilliss. 

Mr. Richard M. Hall was chosen 
secretary, and Mr. Thomas Billop ap- 

inted assistant secretary. 

The bishop then delivered his an- 
nual address, as follows :— 


My Reverend Brethren of the Clergy, 
and Gentlemen of the Laity, 

The visitations that I have made during 
last year are few, on account of domestic 
afflictions which it has pleased the Al- 
mighty to bring upon me. I trust, how- 
ever, that the diocese has suffered little 
injury, because visitations had been per- 
formed with considerable regularity here- 
tofore, and no necessary episcopal act has 
been omitted or postponed. 

On the 16th of July I crossed the bay 
to Talbot county, and on the next day I 
preached in Easton, and administered the 
Lord’s supper. On the day following I 
attended at St. Peter’s, performed divine 
service, preached, and confirmed eight 

rsons. My plan was to have visited 

th the parishes in that county at the 

pe time, but my letter conveying no- 

to the clergyman of St. Michael’s had 

not reached him, and of course no prepa- 
fation was made. 

On the 25th of July I set out for New- 
York, to attend the examination and com- 
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mencement of the Theological Seminary 
of the church. The examination began 
on the 27th, and was continued for two 
days. Great joy seemed to be manifested 
that this institution, in so short a time, 
had attained such a degree of eminence, 
as, with the blessing of the Divine Head 
of the church, to secure to her a learned, 
pious, and well-principled ministry. On 
the afternoon of the 28th, the trustees as- 
sembled at the residence of Professor 
Moore, who had most generously given a 
beautiful spot of ground on the bank of 
the North River for a site to the seminary 
building. From the house of the pro- 
fessor, the trustees, faculty, students, 
clergy, and a considerable assemblage of 
citizens, walked in procession to the spot, 
where, afier an address and prayer by the 
venerable presiding bishop, the corner- 
stone was laid by him, assisted by the 
bishops of New-Jersey, Connecticut, and 
Maryland. 

The commencement was held on the 
29th, when three young gentlemen re- 
ceived the honours of the institution. An 
address was delivered by the bishop of 
Maryland, and the exercises of the day 
closed by the presiding bishop. 

On the 30th we all attended the conse« 
eration of a new church in Brooklyn. 
The occasion was truly solemn ‘and in- 
teresting. The act of consecration was 
performed by the bishop of New-Jersey; 
morning prayer was conducted by the 
Rev. Mr. Duffie and the Rev. Robert B. 
Croes, and the sermon preached by the 
presiding bishop. On Sunday, the 3lst, 
two of the pupils of the seminary were 
ordained ; and thus ended, to our high 
gratification, the duties of the occasion. 

On the 12th day of October I held an 
ordination in Christ church,George-Town, 
when the Rev. Horatio Nelson Gray, mi- 
nister of that church, was admitted to the 
sacred order of priests. 

On the 7th day of November I went to 
the eastern shore, to visit the parishes in 
Kent and Queen Anne’s counties. On the 
day following I performed divine service, 
preached, and confirmed five persons in 
Shrewsbury church. This parish is ina 
state of great depression; although, from 
the inquiries I made, there is a sufficient 
number of members, both wealthy and re- 
spectable, to support the church and to 
maintain public worship. 

Gn the 9th I preached in the church in 
Chester-Town, and confirmed seventeen 
persons. In the evening I examined the 
Sunday schools, and had the happiness 
to find them in a state of good order and 
prosperity, particularly the female one. 

I next visited St. Paul’s, in Kent, where 
I found a remarkably orderly and devout 
congregation. I administered the holy 


ordinance of confirmation to 17 persons. 
The prosperous condition of these two 
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parishes filled my heart with gratitude 
to God. 

Next day J passed on to Church-Hill, 
where there has been no clergyman re- 
gularly settled for several years. The 
church is in a most ruinous condition. 
Very few persons attended, and only five 
were confirmed. 

On the Sunday following I performed 
divine service and preached in Chester 
church, near Centreville. This church 
has been lately repaired, and is now a 
very neat and comfortable church. The 
congregation was large and respectable. 
Eight persons were confirmed. 

Inasmuch as I had omitted St. Michael’s, 
in Talbot, on a former occasion, I now 
proceeded to that parish, where I per- 
formed divine service, preached, and con- 
firmed three persons. Jn this parish there 
is a very handsome new church, and by 
a judicious exchange of property by the 
vestry, the living is quite comfortable, 
but the congregation very small. 

On the 19th of November I held an or- 
dination in St. Paul’s, in this city, when 
the Rev. Mr. Blanchard and the Rev. Mr. 
J. E. Jackson were admitted to the holy 
order of priests. 

Early in December I visited St. James’s 
parish, in Baltimore county. I preached, 
and held a confirmation in Trinity church 
in that parish, when nine persons were 
confirmed. On the next day, being the 
Lord’s day, I performed divine service in 
the manor church, in the same parish, and 
confirmed 31 persons. 

Inasmuch as we expect an accession of 
communicants on the anniversary of the 
birth of our blessed Saviour, I generally 
hold a confirmation every year a few 
weeks previously to that distinguished 
day. In conformity to this regulation, on 
the 18th of December I confirmed, in my 
own parish church, 17 persons. 

At the request of the rector, the Rev. 
Mr. Bartow, on the 15th of January I 
confirmed 32 in Trinity church, in the 
city of Baltimore. 

On the 18th day of January, in the year 
1826, 1 consecrated to the service of Al- 
mighty God a new church near Vansville, 
in Zion parish, Prince George’s county. 
The sentence of consecration was read by 
the Rev. Mr. Tyng, morning prayer by 
the Rev. Mr. Hawley, and the sermon by 
myself. The congregation was large and 
attentive. The church is a neat brick 
building, and well arranged in the inside 
for the purposes of religious worship. 

Here my visitations ended. The afflic- 
tions of my family assumed so distressing 
an aspect, that my feelings and my affec- 
tions would not permit me to be absent 
one — from my own house, if I could 
oo y — it. 

rom the foregoing minutes it appears, 
that during last year I consecrated one 
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church, visited eleven, and confirmell 152 
persons. I have also ordained during the 
year, one deacon, four presbyters, and li- 
censed one lay-reader. The Rev. Mr. 
Weller, formerly rector of St. Stephen’s, 
Cecil county, has removed to the diocese 
of Pennsylvania. ‘The Rev. Mr. Somers, 
rector of Somerset parish, Somerset coun- 
ty, has moved to Connecticut, and been 
succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Covell, from 
Vermont. The Rev. J. E. Jaekgon hss gone 
to Virginia, and the Rev. Mr. Cruse, of 
Washington College, to New Jersey. The 
Rev. Dr. Davis has moved from Annapolis 
to George-Town, Kent county; and the 
Rev. Mr. Reynolds has moved from Tri- 
nity parish, Charles county, to Havre-de- 
Grace, in Harford. The Rev. Mr. Prout, 
from the diocese of Virginia, has settled 
in Durham parish ; and the Rev. Mr. Ro- 
bertson, from Vermont, has moved to Bal- 
timore. 

Other changes of a more awful charac- 
ter have taken place during the year. It 
has pleased the Almighty, in his infinite 
wisdom, to withdraw from the bosom of 
an amiable family, and from the care of 
an affectionate flock, the Rev. Mr. John- 
son. The Rev. Mr. Schaeffer too, just as 
prospects of usefulness were opening up- 
on him more and more, was arrested in 
his ccurse by a disease which ultimately 
terminated his existence. In the death of 
these gentlemen the church has sustained 
a great loss; but that Divine Being by 
whom she was originally established, and 
of whose protection she has the most 
complete assurance, will raise up more 
labourers and send them out into his vine- 

ard. 

The funds of our church, I am sorry to 
remark, are not in a state of prosperity. 
The fund intended to support the bishop 
independently of a cure, has received no 
accession last year but $27 28 from St. 
Peter’s parish, in Talbot county, in addi« 
tion to the interest. Were a collection 
made every year in all the parishes in the 
diocese, even if these collections were 
small, the effect would be considerable. 
Some other dioceses have left us far be- 
hind in this respect. Jn one, the interest 
of the fund is quite sufficient to support 
the bishop without any cure; and in-se- 
veral others, a few years will bring their 
funds to that state. : 

The annuitunts upon the fund for the 
relief of the widows and orphans of de- 
ceased clergymen are unusually numerous. 
While in some dioceses such a fund is ra- 
pidly increasing, here it is only adequate 
to yield very limited assistance. 

The fund to defray the expenses of the 
deputies to the General Convention, by 
an unfortunate arrangement made some 
years ago, is entirely annihilated. 

The Missionary Society is only in its in- 
fancy; but, with prudent management and 
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prepare for the ministry. It is true, the 
defect in this respect has in a small de- 
gree been obviated by the application of 
the interest of a legacy placed at my dis- 
posal by the late Rev. Joseph Jackson. 
Still I would recommend it to the con- 
vention to turn their attention to this 
subject as soon as they can. 

Far be it from me to attempt to oppress 
the members of our communion with pe- 
cuniury demands; but sure I am, that the 
portion of income which every conscien- 
tious Christian will feel himself bound to 
bestow on the sacred purposes of reli- 
gion. when judiciously distributed, will 

abundantly sufficient to maintain all 
the general and ‘diocesan institutions of 
the church. . According to the govern- 
ment of our church, for which we must 
feel indebted to the blessed influence of 
the Holy Spirit, her general and great 
concerns, such as the preservation of the 
faith, the maintenance of her worship, 
and the uniform education of her minis- 
try, are placed under the direction of the 
General Convention, while interests and 
institutions of more limited influence are 
left to her dioceses: and to preserve this 
beautiful and wise system will surely 
claim the exertions and the prayers of all 
her faithful members. 

With regard to the Tract Society, which 
continues its operations with great zeal, I 
would beg leave to throw out a sugges- 
tion, which appears to me, if received and 
acted upon, “4 greatly extend and en- 
hance the benefits of this association. I 
would advise a repository to be fixed in 
every parish tor the sale and distribution 
of tracts, under the direction of the cler- 
gyman of the parish—that, agreeably to 
the request of the several clergymen, 
tracts should be published suited to the 
peculiar state of the parish Then, when 
any error, any new sect arose, he would 
be prepared to counteract their influence 
and exertions by tracts suited to the state 
of things ; and while tracts of one descrip- 
tion might suit one parish, those of an- 
other would suit another parish. This 
would extend the influence of an institu- 
tion, simple in its character, but high in 
its object, through the whole diocese. 

At my visitations I have adopted the 
practice of holding a private interview 
with the several vestries, after the reli- 
gious services of the occasion were over. 
At these I have made such inquiries as 
would enable me to judge whether the 
concerns of the parish were managed with 
regularity, and what was its temporal as 
well as spiritual condition. To enable me 
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the blessing of God, it is to be hoped that 
it may become highly beneficial. 

It is evident, that to carry on the busi- 
ness of the church to advantage, one more 
fund is necessary, and that is a fund to 
aid well disposed and pious young men to 
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to conduct this business with something 
like system, I have drawn up a few ques- 
tions to direct my inquiries, which I have 
proposed to improve and enlarge from 
time to time. 
clergymen may be apprised what inquiries 
will be made, I have thought it would not 
be amiss to insert the questions alluded 
to in this statement. 


Questions to be asked the several Vestries 
and Clergymen in the parishes in Mary- 
land, at the Visitations of the Bishop. 

1. Is your church duly organized ac- 
cording to law? , 

2. Are your records of the proceedings 
of your vestry correctly kept? 

3. Are the baptisms, marriages, and 
funerals regularly recorded ? 

4. Is your church in debt? 

5. What property belongs to your pa- 
rish or church? 

6. In what manner is money raised to 
pay the salary of your minister, to keep 
your church in repair, and to defray the 
expenses incident to public worship? 

7. How many places have you for pub- 
lic worship? 

8. Is there « register of the adult mem- 
bers of your church, and also of the com- 
municants kept? 

9. Are the children of your parish duly 
catechised, and the catechism explained 
to them? 

10. Are lectures delivered in explana- 
tion of the liturgy, at regular periods or 
occasionally ? 

11. Is the service performed in your 
churches with great solemnity and devo- 
tion, and the responses duly made? 

12. Does your minister use the ante- 
communion service every Sunday? 

13. Have you any Sunday schools at- 
tached to your church ? 

14. Have you prayers in your churches 
on Wednesdays? 

15. Have you any lectures during the 
week, and is the service of the church 
performed at these lectures ? 

16. What in general is the religious 
condition of your parish—-improving, sta- 
tionary, or declining ? 

Irregularities have gained ground,which, 
if not checked, will for ever prevent the 
affairs of the diocese from attaining due 
order, and the character of the ministry 
from rising to its desirable point, I allude 
principally to the settlement of ministers. 
Our church, duly sensible how important 
it is to have a pure and unsuspected cler- 
gy, has guarded the door of the church 
with all possible caution. While St. Paul 
lays it down as an unchangeable rule, to 
lay hands suddenly on no man, the church 
requires a course of probation, and also a 
series of testimonials, to enable the bi- 
shop to carry into effect this rule in the 
best manner. Nor has she stopped here: 
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at every removal from one parish to an- 
other, or from one diocese to another, 
provisions are made to maintain the true 
characters: of clergymen. And that no 
apology may be offered for the neglect of 
these rules, the constitutions and canons 
of the church are required to be studied 
by every candidate for holy orders. And 
yet I have been sometimes greatly pressed 
to dispense with canons which in my con- 
science I was bound to comply with, and 
even symptoms of discontent have been 
manifested because I would not yield. I 
now declare my solemn determination to 
require 4 most exact compliance with 
every rule that respects this business, 
well assured that I shall secure the hearty 
concurrence of every pious clergyman and 
every sound member. 

Nothing else has occurred to me that 
could throw light upon the state of the 
diocese. I have only then to repeat my 
admonitions to the gentlemen of the laity, 
to promote with zeal the interests of our 


' truly pure apostolic church, to manage 


the concerns of their different parishes 
with due attention, to preserve their 
churches in a comfortable condition, and 
to make adequate provision for the sup- 
port of their ministers. Although we now 
possess -the means of obtaining a well 
educated ministry, still, unless comfort- 
able livings are provided fur them in the 
different parishes, it will not avail. 

Here it may not be amiss to mention, 
that we are now in a fair way to give a com- 
plete education to the young men of the 
Episcopal Church, without the hazard of 
having their religious principles affected. 
The Episcopal College in Connecticut is 
rising rapidly to eminence; and I have 
the pleasure to say, that some of the most 
distinguished scholars in that institution 
are from Maryland. 

My reverend brethren, when our ador- 
able Redeemer said, “ I am the good 
Shepherd, and know my sheep, and am 
known of mine,” he conveyed a most im- 
portant piece of instruction to his minis- 
ters. A minister viewing himself in the 
interesting relation of a shepherd of his: 
flock, ought to study their various spiri- 
tual conditions, and then prepare himself 
to suit his instructions to their state: and 
by frequent intercourse with them, he 
ought to become acquainted with every 
family, and, if possible, with every indi- 
vidual within his cure. And if, by an af- 
fectionate manner, by visiting them in 
affliction and consoling them in distress, 
he establish the character of a tender, a 
Watchful, and an interested shepherd, 
they will resort to him in trouble, they 
will consult him in spiritual difficulties, 
and he will lead them inte the rich pas- 
tures of evangelical enjoyments. Thus in 
a degree inferior to the great Shepherd, he 
will know his sheep and be known of them. 
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A resolution was passed, approving 
“ of the association of neighbouring 
clergymen of this diocese, for the pur- 
pose of preaching the Gospel and ad- 
ministering the sacraments in their re- 
spective parishes.” 

A committee was appointed “ to 
ascertain and report what number of 
trustees of the General Theological 
Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of Ame- 
rica this diocese is entitled to nominate 
to the General Convention ;” which 
committee reported “ that, as a diocese, 
we are entitled to one trustee; and on 
account of the number of the clergy- 
men in the diocese, we are entitled to 
six trustees. That this diocese has 
subscribed and paid to the said semi- 
nary $4,969 24, on account of which 
we are entitled to two trustees. The 
additional sum of $2,520 has been 
subscribed by the diocese, but not paid. 
The committee therefore beg leave to 
report, that they are of the opinion 
that the diocese is entitled to nominate 
nine trustees. The committee have men- 
tioned the additional sum of $2,520 as 
having been subscribed but not paid, 
for the purpose of submitting to the 
convention the question, whether the 
diocese is entitled to an additional 
trustee on account of the sum or not. 
The committee however are of the 
opinion, that we are not entitled to a 
trustee on account of the money which 
has been subscribed, but not paid.” 

Whereupon the following gentlemen 
were elected trustees :— The Rev. John 
Johns, the Rev. W. E. Wyatt, D. D., 
the Rev. J. P. K. Henshaw, Judge 
Brice, John B. Eccleston, Alexander 
Magruder, Francis S. Key, J. C. Her- 
bert, and Tench Tilghman. 


The committee on the state of the 
church reported, that, 


“ In reviewing the state of the church 
in this diocese, while we behold some 
things to depress our spirits and awaken 
our fears, we perceive others, which are 
calculated to elevate our hopes and en- 
courage our hearts. 

“ Among the circumstances of a dis. 
couraging nature, one of the most promi- 
nent is the frequent dissolution of the pas- 
toral connexion in our country parishes. 
It will appear evident, from even a slight 
examination of our ecclesiastical institu- 
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tions and laws, that the relation between 
a rector and his church was designed to 
be permanent and sacred—never to be 
dissolved but in a case of necessity, or of 
peculiar expediency. And it must be evi- 
dent to every enlightened observer, that 
the stability and growth of our church 
depend greatly, under God, on the zea- 
lous and devoted labours of a settled, .as 
well as intelligent and pious ministry. 
But the melancholy fact is, that the con- 
dition of our country clergymen in general 
more nearly resembles that of missionaries 
or itinerants, than that of permanent pa- 
rochial ministers. In many instances they 
have scarcely resided long enough in their 
respective parishes to have become ac- 
quainted with the character and wants of 
the people, before they remove to another 
sphere of labour. These removals have 
been and are so common, that it is be. 
lieved that not more than four or five 
names can be found on the list of the 
clergy of the diocese, which are of more 
than twelve years’ standing. The com- 
mittee cannot believe thut the evil of 
which they speak can be justly attributed 
to motives of avarice or ambition, or to 
the love of novelty and change, on the 
part of the clergy. On the contrary, it 
is believed that in many instances, con- 
strained by the love of Christ and of souls, 
they have submitted to self-denial and 
privations till-endurance was no longer 
possible, and necessity compelled them 
to seek for other scenes of labour, where 
the prospect of usefulness is not less, and 
that of temporal support and comfort far 
more encouraging. The committee are 
satisfied that no cause can be assigned 
for the evil alluded to, but the neglect of 
the parishes to make ample and regular 
provision for the support of their minis- 
ters; and that unless a change is speedily 
effected in this particular, much of the 
talent and piety now employed in promot. 
ing the interests of religion and the church 
itrthis diocese, will be transferred to other 
sections of the country, and the number of 
vacant parishes, which is now great, will 
be swelled to a yet larger amount. 

* The following parishes are now vacant: 
—All Faith, St. Mary’s county; Trinity, 
Charles county; St. John’s, Addison cha- 
pel, Zion, Prince George’s county; Christ 
Church, All Saints’, Calvert county; St. 
Margaret’s Westminster, Queen Caroline, 
Anne Arundel county ; Emmanuel, Alleg- 
hany county; St. James, Baltimore coun- 
ty; St. Augustin, St. Stephen’s, St. Mary 
Ann’s, Cecil county; St.John’s, St. Luke’s, 
Queen Anne’s county; St. Mary White 
Chapel, Caroline county. And there are 
four places of worship in Dorchester coun- 
ty, which have no supply of ministerial 
services. 

“When we consider that the peace and 
virtue of men in this world, as well as 
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_their safety and happiness in the world to 

come, are in so great a measure depen- 
dent on the ministration of the ordinances 
of the Gospel, it must be a melancholy 
subject of reflection to every friend of the 
church and his fellow-men, that so many 
sections of our state, which were once 
favoured with the moralizing and sancti- 
fying influence of the public devotions 
and instructions of the sanctuary, are now 
suffering a famine of the word of God. 
How powerfully does the bare statement 
of the fact enforce the precept of the 
great Head of the church, ‘ Pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
he would send forth labourers into his 
harvest?” 

** As one important means of procuring 
a supply of ministers for the vacant pa- 
rishes, the committee beg leave to call 
the attention of the convention to the Mis- 
sionary Society, which was formed with 
such perfect unanimity in 1822, and the 
constitution of which was revised and 
altered at the last session of this bady. 
Should that society be supported wish a 
liberality in any measure proportioned to 
the magnitude of its objects, it fvouid, in 
the course of a few years, not only furnish 
an adequate supply of the means of grace 
for the destitute portions of this diocese, 
but also enable the members of our cdém- 
Munion to bear a part with their fellow 
Christians in the great and interesting 
work of sending the Gospel to ‘ every 
creature.’ . 

* But while the cémmittee, in taking 
this hasty view of the state of the church, 
perceive much to lament in the neglected 
and destitute state of many parishes, and 
the consequent profanation of the Lord’s 
day, and increase of ‘ error in religion and 
viciousness of life;’ they think that they 
also perceive other circumstances to en- 
courage the cheering hope, that this sec- 
tion of Zion is still favoured with a por- 
tion of the divine presence and blessing, 
and in the labours of her ministers and 
the hearts of her members experiences a 
fulfilment of the promise of the ascending 
Saviour, ‘Lo! I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world? . 

“We might point to many a parish, 
once spiritually desolate and almost ex- 
tinct, where there has been a strengthen- 
ing of the things which remained and 
were ready to die—to many a neat and 
commodious edifice, consecrated ay the 
service of God according to the pure, 
simple, and affecting ritual of our apos- 
tolic church, erected on sites where once 
stood churches established by the zeal of 
former generations, but which, by the 
apathy of succeeding ones, had been per- 
mitted to sink into disuse and ruin 
to others, erected in places which were 
unoccupied, and in the midst of a popu- 
lation whose spiritual wants were not pro- 
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vided for by the piety of our predeces- 
sors. We could point to muny talented 
and devoted youth, who, within a few 
gears past, have consecrated themselves 
to the service of God, in the Gospel of 
his Son, at the altars of our Zion—to 
fMmany a Bible-class and Sunday school, in 
Which the principles of our holy religion 
are instilled into the minds of the rising 

eration—and to many a parish, where 
the diminution of gross vices and worldly 
amusements, the growing attention to the 
duties of family religion, the zeal mani- 
fested in the support of Bible societies 
and other benevolent institutions, toge- 
ther with an increased attention upon the 
services of the sanctuary in general, and 
upon the sacrament of the eucharist in 
particular, afford pleasing evidence that 
the Lord has followed the labours of his 
ministering servants with a blessing, and 
caused his Gospel to produce its designed 
effects upon the hearts and lives of at 
least a portion of the people committed 
to their charge. 

“ The committee are fully persuaded 
that the associations of the clergy, recom 
mended by a resolution of this conven- 
tion, if generally adopted, and zealously 
ati prudently conducted, would, under 
the blessing of Almighty God, powerfully 
contribute, not only to the revival of pure 
and undefiled religion wneng the people, 
but also to the promotion of the true spi- 
tit of their office among the ministers 
themselves; who, on these occasions of 
Meeting together for an object so sacred 
and interesting, would ‘ provoke one an- 
other to love and good works,’ while they 
endeavoured to ‘keep the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace.’ 

“ The committee cannot close this re+ 
port without expressing the deliberate 
eonviction, founded upon observation and 
experience no less than on the promises 
of Scripture, that nothing more is neces- 
sary to secure the divine blessing, and 
the consequent prosperity and extension 
of that portion of the church which is re- 
jee in this body, than a zeal and 

ithfulness and liberality on the part of 
both ministers and people, in some mea- 
sure corresponding to the magnitude of 
the privileges we enjoy. They would not 
be unmindful of their own duty, while 
they affectionately exhort all their bre- 
thren to more harmonious co-operation, 
tore fervent prayers, and more energetic 
efforts for the hastening on of that time, 
when our Zion shall more emphatically 
commend herself to the love of all who 
are within, and the respect and admira- 
tion of all who are without her pale, as 
*a city which is at unity in itself,’ a fruit- 
ful branch of that ‘ living vine’ which the 
Lord’s right hand hath planted.” 


A committee was appointed to“ dee 
Vou. X. 
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vise a plan for affording pecuniary aid 
to young men preparing for the mis 
nistry ;” which committee is to report 
to the next convention. 

The following gentlemen were electe 
ed the standing committee :—The Rev. 
William E. Wyatt, D D., Re..J P. 
K. Henshaw, Rev. John Johns, Rev. 
Walter D. Addison, Rev. Thomas 
Bayne, Rev. William Jackson, and 
Rev. S. C. Stratton. 

The following gentlemen were electe 
ed delegates to the General Convene 
tion :—The Rev. W E-Wyatt, D.D, 
Rev. J. P. K Henshaw, Rev. William 
Jackson, Rev. Dr. Clowes, A.C Mae 
gruder, Francis 8. Key, John B. Ec 
cleston, and Tench Tilghman. 

The parochial reports present the 
following aggregate, viz Marriages 237, 
baptisms 1077, communicants 2413, 
funerals 454. 

Sunday schools are reported as in @ 
prosperous condition in most of the 
parishes in this diocese. 

At this convention were present the 
bishop, 35 presbyters, 6 deacons, and 
34 lay delegates. The whole number 
of clergy in this diocese, as reported 
by the journal, is 50. 

The next annual convention is to be 


held in Chestertown, on the easterf 
shore. 


—— 
For the Christian Journal, 
Convention of Connecticut. 


Tuis convention was held in Trini 
church, Newtown, on the 7th and St 
of June, 1826: it was attended by the 
Right Rev. Bishop Brownell, and thirty+ 
four clerical and thirty-eight lay dele- 
gates. Morning prayer was read by 
the Rev. Bethel Judd, rector of St. 
James’s church, New-London ; and the 
convention sermon preached by thé 
Rev. Frederick Holcomb, rector of the 
churches in Watertown and Northfield. 
Messrs. E. M. P. Wells and T. W. 
Coit were then admitted to the holy 
order of deacons; after ‘which the 
shop administered the holy commu» 
nion. 

The Rev. Birdsey G. Noble was 
elected secretary, and Burrage Beach, 
Esq. assistant secretary. 

Ba 
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The bishop then delivered the fol- 
lowing address :-— 


My Brethren of the Clergy and 
of the Laity, 


The kind providence of God having 
preserved and protected us, we have been 
Ofice more permitted to meet together in 
annual convention. We have united in 
our supplications at the throne of grace, 
we have professed our common disciple- 
ship and our brotherly affection at the 
table of our Lord, and we are now pro- 
ceeding to deliberate for the welfare of 
that portion of the church which has been 
committed to our more especial care. May 
the divine blessing rest upon us, «nd pros- 
per our labours, May the Holy Spirit di- 
rect our minds and rule our hearts. May 
its salutary influences preserve us from 
all error, ignorance, pride, and prejudice; 
and so unite us together in unity of spirit 
and in the bond of peace, that with one 
heart we may seek the prosperity of our 
holy apostolic church, and set forth that 
faith once delivered to the saints 

Brethren, in laying before you a state- 
ment of the affairs of the diocese since the 
last meeting of the convention, t have no 
events of special moment to communicate. 
My visitations through the parishes of the 
diocese have been more extensive than in 
any former year. If I have witnessed but 
few circumstances peculiarly propitious to 
the interests of the church, I have nothing 
to record of an adverse nature. In gene- 
ral, | bave found the clergy faithful to 
their duties; labouring with a steady but 
unostentatious zeal in their respective 
spheres—submitting to many privations 
—surmounting many discouragements — 
and carefully leading their flocks in those 
«old paths” consecrated by the footsteps 
of the primitive saints. In this course of 
duty and of usefulness we heartily bid 
them “ God speed,” und earnestly pray 
that the divine Spirit may quicken their 
zeal, and prosper and reward their la- 

ours. 

In the course of my visitations I have 
officiated in several parishes where no du- 
ties peculiarly of an episcopal nature were 
required to be performed. The holy rite 
of confirmation has been administered in 
the following parishes, viz. In M:ddle- 
Haddam to 5 persons, Norwich 5, Paque- 
tanuck 9, New-London 2, Saybrook (Es- 
sex) 10, North-Killingworth 10, East- 
Haddam 12, New-Haven 14, East-Haven 
3, West-Haven 4, Derby 19, Oxford 9, 
Newtown 54, North-Haven 8, Northford 
5, Woodbridge 8, Simsbury 16, Granby 
19, Watertown 33, Roxbury 5, Woodbury 
11, Meriden 23, Fairfield 10, Trumbull! 8, 
Monroe 15, Humphreysville 19, Stratford 
6, Bridgeport 6, Norwalk 27, Stamford 6, 
New-Canaan 5, Wilton 10, Ridgefield 6, 
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Danbury 8, Brookfield 19, Newtown 3. 
In ull to 436 persons. 

The foliowing ordinations have been 
held since the last convention, viz. On 
the 27th of June, in St. James’s church at 
Pauquetanuck, I admitted the Rev. Ashbel 
Steele to the holy order of priests; and 
on the 20th of November, in St. Andrew’s 
church, Meriden, I admitted the Rev. Ed. 
ward J. Ives to the same grade in the mi- 
nistry. Mr. Joseph T. Clark and Mr. John 
W. Cloud have been admitted to the holy 
order of deacons—the former in St.James’s 
church, Derby, on the 7th day of Septem- 
ber—and the latter in Christ church, Hart 
ford, on the 4th day of January. On Wed- 
nesday, the 17th day of May, being one 
of the regular days appointed for ordina- 
tions, I admitted the Rev. William Shel- 
ton to the holy order of priests, in Trinity 
church, Fairfield; and this day, in your 
presence, I have admitted Mr. Eleazer M. 
P. Wells and Mr. Thomas W. Coit to the 
holy order of deacons. 

These youthful labourers who are thus 
sent forth to the harvest, have been duly 
called, we trust, and sent forth by the 
“Lord of the harvest.” Let us all de- 
voutly pray that they may be found faith- 
ful in the great day of account—that the 
work of the Lord may prosper in their 
hands—and that they may be honoured 
instruments in extending and building up 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

The following persons are now candi- 
dates for holy orders in this diocese, viz. 
George Shelton, William Peet, William 
H. Lewis, and Harry Finch, (who are pur- 
suing their studies at the General Theo- 
logical Seminary of our church,) and Nor- 
man Pinney, Nathan Kinzebury, George 
C. Shepard, and William H. Judd. 

In adverting to the changes which have 
taken place in the diocese since the last 
meeting of the convention, we have reason 
to be grateful to the great Heud of the 
church, that he still continues to smile 
upon this portion of his heritage, and that 
none of the clergy have been removed by 
death. 

The parish of Stamford has been en- 
dowed by a munificent bequest of the late 
Moses Rogers, Esq., amounting to about 
500 doliars a-year, for a period of 21 years. 
One half of this sum is to be paid annu- 
ally to the rector; and the other moiety, 
with the interest on the annual instalments 
till the 21 years are expired, is judiciously 
appropriated to the creation of a perma- 
nent fund. In visiting the several parishes 
of the diocese, I often hear it remarked 
as a subject of regret, that so many of 
their most enterprising and useful mem- 
bers emigrate to other states. But it is a 
gratifying reflection, that wherever they 
£9, they are always found among the fore+ 
most in building up and supporting our 
apostolic church ; and that their aflections 
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still cling to the land of their nativity 
and the church of their fathers. The 
names of our Rogerses and our Warrens 
will long be cherished in remembrance— 
their praise is in the churches: but no 
one has erected a more lasting memorial 
to his name than the distinguished bene- 
factor of the church of Stamford. 

The parish of Roxbury is in a very de- 
pressed state, owing chiefly to the embar- 
rassment of debts. The Rev. Mr. Gilbert 
has relinquished his charge of this parish, 
and has accepted that of Oxford. If we 
look to other decayed parishes in our dio- 
cese, we shall find that their decline may 
generally be ascribed to the neglect of 
their pecuniary affairs and the accumula- 
tion of debts. Nothing is more sure to 
prove fatal to the prosperity of a parish ; 
and it is an aggravation of the evil, if the 
debts are due to their clergyman, or if 
they are to be extinguished while their 
house of worship is closed. t cannot, 
therefore, too strongly urge upon all the 
parishes of this diocese, the necessity of 
a full settlement of their accounts at least 
once a-year, and a prompt payment of all 
demands uguinst them. / 

The Rev. William Shelton has exhibited 
to me letters dimissory from the diocese 
of New-York, and has been called to the 
charge of the parish of Fairfield. Few 
circumstances of my life have affected me 
with a stronger interest than his recent 
ordination in the church of this parish, 
and at the altar beneath which the bones 
of his late venerable father rest in peace. 
He now cultivates the field where the 
same pious father so often bore the heat 
and burden of the day, and where, for 
more than forty years, he faithfully la- 
boured in the service of his divine Master. 

The Rev. Edward Rutledge, who has 
been for some time established in the pa- 
rish of Stratford, has recently presented 
to me his letters dimissory from the dio- 
cese of South-Carolina. 

The Rev. Joseph T. Clark, who was ad- 
mitted to holy orders in September last, 
was immediately settled in the parish of 
Woodbridge, which appears to prosper 
under his ministrations. 

The Rev. John W. Cloud, ordained in 
January last, has removed to the state of 
Mississippi. The Rev. Ezra B. Kellogg, 
with letters dimissory from the diocese 
of Ohio, has officiated since November 
last in the parish of New-Preston and its 
Vicinity, as assistant to the Rev. Mr. An- 
drews. The Rev. William T. Potter, a 
graduate of the General Theological Se- 
Minary, and last from the eastern diocese, 
having exhibited to me letters dimissory 
from that diocese, has taken charge of the 
parish of Hamden, and acts as occasional 
assistant to the Rev. Mr. Croswell, of 
New-Haven. The Rev. Orson V. Howell, 
from the diocese of New-York, is officiat- 
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ing as a professor in “ the Literary, Sci- 
entific, and Military Academy” at Middle- 
town, and has also the charge of the pa- 
rish in Middle-Haddam 

The Rev. Isaac Jones has resigned his 
office as assistant minister of the church 
in Litchfield, where he has been faithfully 
employed for the last fifteen years, and 
that situation is now vacant. 

Brethren, having thus stated to you the 
official acts which I have performed since 
the last meeting of convention, and ad- 
verted to the principal changes which have 
taken place in the ‘diocese, the occasion 
on which we have met seems to require 
that we turn our attention to a considera- 
tion of the best means of promoting the 
welfare of that portion of the church which 
Providence has committed to our care. 

Among the institutions conducive to 
the prosperity of our church, I regard the 
establishment of Sunday schools with pe- 
culiar satisfaction. These are now organ- 
ized in nearly all the parishes of the dio- 
cese. The clergy could not direct their 
zeal to a more useful object. And the 
young people in the several parishes, who 
so kindly lend their assistance in the bu- 
siness of instruction, may be assured that 
their services are duly appreciated, and 
that their labours are not in vain in the 
Lord. The benefits they confer on others 
will be repaid to their own bosoms in 
reflected blessings; for the instructions 
which they impart to the youth commit- 
ted to their care, can hardly fail to make 
them wiser and better themselves. I look 
to these young instructors, and to their 
more youthful pupils, with indescribable 
interest, as the future supporters of the 
church. They are in the best possible 
way to imbibe her doctrines, to acquire 
an attachment to her worship, and to 
catch the true spirit of her devotions, 

The objects contemplated by “ the So- 
ciety for the Promotion of Christian Know- 
ledge” have also a strong claim to our at- 
tention, as embracing the most efficient 
means of promoting the welfare of our 
church, This institution has already ren- 
dered important services, by the dissemi- 
nation of Bibles, Prayer Books, and tracts, 
and in the promotion of missionary efforts. 
Within the last three years its limited re- 
sources have been applied almost exclu- 
sively to the latter object. It is deeply 
to be regretted that the society should 
not be furnished with more ample means 
of doing good, when the opportunities are 
so abundant, and when the calls for their 
assistance are so numerous and pressing. 
J earnestly hope that some measures may 
be taken by this convention for increasing 
the resources of this society. The friends 
of the church require to be aroused to a 
sense of the importance of the objects 
which it embr.ices, and of the great good 
which may be effected through its instru- 
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mentality. The reeommendation of these 
Caer rom the pulpit when the annual 
collections are made, the extension of the 
collections to all the parishes in the dio- 
cese, and the formation of auxiliary socie- 
ties, are among the best measures which 
I can suggest for promoting and extend- 
ing the usefulness of the society. 

The Rev. Stephen Beach and the Rev. 
Ashbel steele have been continued as mis- 
sionaries during the past year. The for- 
mer has confined his services chiefly to 
the parish of Salisbury, which has now 
become so well established, that :+ is 
trusted little further assistance will be 
required there. The Rev. Mr Steele has 
been employed in the eastern part of the 
diocese, in sustaining the parishes of Pau- 
quetanuck and Brooklyn, and in officiat- 
ing among scattered fsmilies of Episco- 
ps ians in thut vicinity. The reports of 

th these missionaries will be laid be- 
fore you. The Rev. George B Andrews 
was also appointed to perform mission. 
ary labours in his vicinity, during such 
portion of his time as he might be able 
to withdraw from his regular parishes; 
but no appropriation has yet been made 
to compensate him for his services. 

There are now several weak parishes 
that urgently require assistance. It is 
also very desirable to continue the mis- 
sien in the eastern part of the state, and 
to support another in the county of Litch- 
field. I cannot but hope that the re- 
sources of the society, for the comin 

ear, will be more commensurate wit 
ats wants than they have been during the 
year past. 

Among the general objects of our church, 
there is none more calculated to promote 
her prosperity, or in which we have a 
greater interest, than the Theological Se- 
minary established in the diocese of New- 
York. The chief obstacle to its more ex- 
tensive usefulness, is the want of ade- 
quate funds. It is highly important that 
jts trustees should be enabled so to dimi- 
nish the expense of education in it, as to 
render it accessible to all our students of 
theology. Ido trust that renewed exer- 
tions for its more complete endowment 
will be made in this diocese at no distant 
period, or at least that provision will be 
made for enabling our own candidates for 
holy orders to avail themselves of the 
+ rane advantages which it af- 

8. 


The General Missionary Society of our 
church is another object of great conse- 
quence to her interests and advancement ; 
and I hope its claims upon us for support 
will always be met with a liberality pro- 
portioned to our ability, and to the im. 

rtance of the objects for which it was 
ynstituted. I well know that the church 
in this diocese is far from being rich, yet, 
by a jydicious charity, much good may 
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be done without impoverishing her mems 
bers. The wants of our own diocese ure 
of course best known to us, and prefer the 
first claim upon our liberality. This sene 
timent is doubtless felt in every diocese, 
but it should not absorb every other cone 
sideration. Though composed of separate 
dioceses, we are one church, and have a 
common interest. I cannot but hope that 
we shall yet see a more united vigor- 
ous effort put forth for the advancement 
of sacred learning and the encouragement 
of evangelical piety, in the liberal support 
of “ the General Theological Seminary,” 
as well as a more general zeal evinced 
for disseminating the religion of the Gos- 
pel, with its divinely constituted ministry, 
through the instrumentality of “ the Do- 
mestic und Foreign Missionary Society” 
of our church. 

Brethren, 1 will not detain you longer 
from the special business of the conven- 
tion ; let us proceed to it with a due sense 
of our responsibility to our divine Master, 
and may he graciously inspire our coun- 
sels with wisdom, and direct all our deli- 
berations to the promotion of his own 
glory and the welfare of his church. 


THOMAS C. BROWNELL. 
Newtown, June 7th, 1826. 


A letter was received from the Rev. 
Tillotson Bronson, stating, that he 
had been in the ministry for about 
forty years, the one half of which time 
he had been a member of the standing 
committee, a further continuance in 
which station he begged to decline, in 
consequence of increas'»g years and a 
bodily infirmity. 


The following report was made by 
the Society for the Promotion of Chris- 
tian Knowledge :-— 


The expenditures of the society have 
been limited, during the past year, to the 
partial support of two missions, the one 
in the eastern, and the other in the west- 
ern part of the diocese. Though there are 
many feeble and decayed pzrishes, which, 
it is to be feared, cannot long exist with- 
out aid from this or some other source, it 
has never been in the power of the bourd, 
from the small income of the society, te 
afford such aid to any considerable extent. 
From the annual nepeat of the treasurer 
it will be perceived, that, with very few 
exceptions, the contributions to the so- 
ciety consist of nothing more than the 
collections taken up in a portion of the 
churches in the diocese; that these col- 
lections are generally small; and that, in 
the aggregate, they do not amount to 8 
sufficient sum to compensate a single mis+ 
sionary for the employment of his whols 
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time. It appears to the board, that it is 
only by making the «snnual collections 
more general, and by the organization of 
auxiliary societies throughout the dio- 
cese, that the great objects of the insti- 
tution can be successfully prosecuted. 
From the few auxiliaries already esta- 
blished the most efficient assistance has 
been received. The frends of the church, 
therefore, both clergy und laity, in every 
parish, are earnestly urged to adopt a 
measure, on which alone the society can 
rely for increasing its income, and ex- 
tending the sphere of its usefulness. 


Whereupon the following resolution 
was passed :-—“ Resolved, that this con- 
vention recommend to every parish in 
this diocese, the establishment of a so- 
ciety auxiliary to the Society for the 
Promotion of Christian Knowledge ; 
and that it be the duty of every mi- 
nister to promote the same, by aiding 
the members of his congregation in 
such establishment without delay.” 


A report was made by the commit- 
tee on the subject of the canons re- 
maining on the table at the close of 
the last convention, and sundry ca- 
nons were adopted. 

Reports were received from the Rev. 
Stephen Beach and the Rev. Ashbel 
Steele, missionaries in the employ of 
the Society for the Promotion of Chris- 
tian Knowledge, which, though highly 
interesting, are too long to be trans- 
ferred to our pages. 


The Rev William Barlow, from the 
diocese of South-Carolina, having at- 
tended this convention, was permitted 
personally to lay before it his plan for 
a General Society; which being sub- 
mitted to a committee, the following re- 
solution was passed :—“ Resolved, that 
this convention approve of the esta- 
blishment of the American Society for 
the Promotion of Christian Knowledge, 
and recommend it to the patronage of 
the friends of the church in this dio- 
cese.” And the.Rev N.S. Wheaton, 
the Rev. H. Graéswell, the Rev. B. G. 
Noble, the Rese Bethel Judd, the Rev. 
William Shelton, the Rev. R. Sher- 
wood,-and Messrs. N. Smith, S. W. 
Johnson, and James M. Goodwin, were 
appointed a committee to carry the 
same into effect. 


The following gentlemen were elect- 


Convention of Connecticut, 245 


ed the standing committee for the en- 
suing year, viz. The Rev, Harry Cros- 
well, the Rev Daniel Burhans, the 
Rev. Nathaniel S. Wheaton, and the 
Rev. Reuben Sherwood. 

Delegates to the General Conven- 
tion were elected, and are as follows : 
—The Rev. Harry Croswell, the Rev. 
Daniel Burhans, the Rev. N. S. Whea- 
ton, the Rev. Reuben Sherwood, and 
Messrs. James M. Goodwin, William 
M‘Crackan, S. W. Johnson, and Amos 
Scovel And the bishop was author- 
ized and empowered to fill the places 
of those delegates who shall decline 
attending. 

Trustees of the General Seminary 
were also nominated, as follows: —The 
Rev. Daniel Burhans, the Rev. True 
man Marsh, the Rev. Harry Croswell, 
the Rev. BG. Noble, and Messrs. Na- 
than Smith, Burrage Beach, and S. W, 
Johnson. 

The officers of the society for the 
Promotion of Christian Knowledge 
were also appointed, as follows :—The 
Right Rev. T. C. Brownell, D. D. 
LL. D. (ex officio) president ; the Rev, 
Daniel Burhans, Ist vice president ; 
the Hon. Samuel W. Johnson, 2d vice- 
president; John Beach, Esq., record- 
ing secretary; the Rev Harry Cros- 
well, corresponding secretary; and Mr. 
William M‘Crackan, treasurer. Di- 
rectors—The Rev. Ashbel Baldwin, 
the Rev. Asa Cornwell. the Rev. Tru- 
man Marsh, the Rev. Birdsey G. Noble, 
the Rev. Nathaniel S. Wheaton, and 
the Rev. George B. Andrews; Bur- 
rage Beach, John L. Lewis, Samuel 
Tudor, Seth P. Beers, Jirah Isham, 
John S. Peters, M. D., Daniel Putnam, 
William Moseley, Nathan Smith, An- 
drew Kidston, Joel Walter, Richard 
Adams, Jeremiah Hoadly, Calvin But- 
ler, Lyman Bronson, James M. Good- 
win, and Gilbert Totten. 

The parochial reports present the fol- 
lowing aggregate, viz. Marriages 196, 
baptisms 585, communicants 4086, fu- 
nerals 491. 

After prayers, and the benediction 
of the bishop, the convention ad- 
journed. 

The clergymen in this diocese, be- 
sides the bishop, are 53, and the num- 
ber of congregations 74. 
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For the Christian Journal. 
Convention of Vermont. 


Tue convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in Vermont was 
held at Middlebury, on the 28th and 
29th of June, 1326. There were pre- 
sent the Right Rev. Bishop Griswold, 
and nine clerical and seventeen lay 
delegates. The Rev. Joel Clap was 
chosen secretary; by whom morning 
prayer was conducted. The sermon 
was preached by the Rev. S. B. Shaw; 
and the communion administered by 
the bishop. The parochial reports 
were presented and read, and furnish 
the following aggregate, viz. Marriages 
27, baptisms 112, communicants 749, 
funerals 39. 

The standing committee was ap- 
a, and consists of the Rev. A. 

ronson, the Rev. Carlton Chase, the 
Rev. Joel Clap, the Rev. S. B. Shaw, 
and the Rev. B. B. Smith. 

The prudential committee — The 
Rev. B. B. Smith, Dudley Chase, and 
Horatio Seymour. 

Delegates to the General Conven- 
tion. —The Rev. Abraham Bronson, 
the Rev. B. B. Smith, the Rev. Charl- 
ton Chase, the Rev. Joel Clap, and 
Dudley Chase, Alexander Fleming, 
George Cleaveland, Royal Blake. 


The prudential committee made a 
report, in which they give a statement 
of the amount of rents due on the leased 
lots, with the amount paid ; and in which 
they say “ that the records in the secre- 
tary’s office furnish a clear and connect- 
ed history of the proceedings in reco- 
very of the lands, and a plain view of 
the tenure and circumstances under 
which they are holden, and the uses to 
which they are consecrated.” They 
also suggest the “importance ef pro- 
curing the perpetuation of the powers 
under which the present agents and 
attornies act, or rather such a modifi- 
cation of them as may render the con- 
veyance irrevocable, and place the 
whole business more directly under the 
supervision of the convention.” 

The following resolutions were pass- 
ed:— 

Resolved, that in view of the report of 
the prudential committee respecting the 
proceedings of the general agents of the 
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church lands in this state, this convention 
is fully satisfied of the wisdom and equity 
of the proceedings thus reported; and 
would express its thanks to the pruden- 
tial committee for their laborious atten- 
tion to the subject committed to them. 
Resolved, that the agents of the ‘“ So- 
ciety for the Propagation of the Gospel,” 
&e. be, and they hereby are requested to 
require of parishes applying to them for 


‘assistance from their funds, a detailed ac- 


count of the number of parishioners, the 
amount of their grand list, and also the 
amount of salary actually raised by said 
parishes for their rector or minister. 


The following preamble and resolu- 
tion were adopted :— 


It being, in the opinion of this conven- 
tion, importunt that the clergy and people 
of our respective parishes be furnished 
with the means of sound and useful in- 
struction, and that without access to books 
such information cannot be obtained ; and 
as in the infant state of our church the 
moderate salaries of our clergy will not 
enable them to purchase books—it is 
therefore 

Resolved, that this convention recom- 
mend each parish in the state of Vermont 
to establish a parochial library for the 
use of the existing clergyman and meme 
bers thereof; and that the minister or 
wardens of each parish be requested to 
return an annual report to this conven- 
tion of the condition of its parochial. li- 
brary 

It was then “ voted, that the next 
meeting of this convention be held in 
Christ church, Bethel.’ 

On the 24th the convention met, and 
elected the Rev. Abraham Bronson pre- 
sident; and after passing a resolution 
respecting the Contingent Fund, and a 
vote for the publication of 600 copies 
of the journal of the convention, prayer 
was offered by the president, and the 
convention adjourned. 





Massachusetts Convention. 

Tue annual convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Chureh of Massa- 
chusetts was held in St. Paul’s church, 
Boston, on Wedn e 21st June, 
1826.—Prayers we Rev. Mr. 
Edson, of Lowell ; y Rev. B. 






C. Cutler, of Quincy ; and the commu- 
nion was administered by Rev. Dr. 
Gardiner, assisted by Rev B.C, Cutler. 

The Rev. Dr. Gardiner, Boston ; 
Rev. Mr. Boyle, Dedham; Rev. Mr. 
Edson, Lowell; S. D. Parker, Esq.; 
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Thomas Clark, Esq.; Dr. John C. 
Warren, Boston; were then chosen 
the standing committee for the ensu- 
ing year. 

It was voted, that the standing com- 
mittee have power, at any time before 
the meeting of the General Conven- 
tion, to fill up any vacancy which may 
happen from any cause in the number 
of delegates; and the person or per- 
sons thus elected to fill such vacancy, 
be considered as chosen by this con- 
vention. , 

Rev. Mr. Barlow, from the diocese 
of South-Carolina, was called upon by 
the president to lay before the conven- 
tion his proposed plan: whereupon 
the following resolution was offered by 
Rev. Mr. Griswold, and past by vote: 
—Resotved, that this convention ap- 
prove of the establishment of the Ame- 
rican Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, and recommend it to the 
friends of the church in this state. Re- 
solved, that the following gentlemen 
be, and they hereby are a committee 
to further this object :—Rev. Mr. Ea- 
ton, Rev. Mr. Morss, Rev. Mr. Edson, 
Rev. Mr. Cutler, and Messrs. Merrill, 
Parker, and Snowdon. 

Resolved, that this convention ap- 
prove of the Massachusetts Episcopal 
Missionary Society, and recommend 
the friends of the church to attend its 
meetings. 

Voted, that the next convention meet 
in Trinity church, Boston, at 9 o’clock 
A. M., the third Wednesday of June, 
1827. 


We have extracted the above ac- 
count of this convention from the Gos- 
pel Advocate for July. From the same 
publication we collect the following 
aggregate of the state of the church in 
Massachusetts, as furnished to the con- 
vention by the parochial reports, viz. 
Families 748, communicants 1148, 







baptisms 1 jals 117, marriages 
60, Sund: 497. The paro- 
chial repo er are very incom- 
plete, fro of the parishes none 


having been received. 
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Convention of Delaware. 
Tuts convention met at Dover on 


the 3d of June. We understand the 


journal has been printed, but as we 
are not favoured with a copy, we can- 
not avail ourselves of its contents, and 
are indebted for the following facts to 
the Church Register of the 16th July. 
It appears “ there were present three 
clergymen entitled to seats, and one 
other ; and six lay delegates. The Rev. » 
Daniel Higbee, of Sussex, was elected 
president, and A. M. Schee, Esq. se- 
cretary. Morning prayer was con- 
ducted. by the Rev. Mr. Williston, ree- 
tor of ‘Trinity church, Wilmington; and 
a sermon preached by the Rev. Dr. Da- 
vis, president of Wilmington college. 
The Rev. R. Williston, and the Rev. S, 
W. Prestman, of the clergy, and Kin- 
sey Johns, and James Booth, jun. Esqrs. 
of the laity, were chosen the standing 
committee. The Rev. D. Higbee, and 
the Rev. S. W. Prestman, of the cler- 
gy, and Samuel Paynter, and Thomas 
Clayton, Esqrs. of the laity were chosen 
delegates to the next General Conven- 
tion. Samuel Paynter, Esq. governor 
-of the state, was nominated to be a 
trustee of the General Theological Se- 
minary. The parochial reports give 
the following aggregate :— Baptisms 
18, marriages 25, funerals 60, com- 
municants 29. No list of the churches 
or clergy is appended to the journal, 
but we believe there are about ten 
churches and five clergymen within 
the state.” 





* For the Christian Journal. 
St. Paul’s Church, Augusta. 


Tue following account of the parish 
of St. Paul’s church, Augusta, Georgia, 
is copied from the printed journal of 
the last convention of that diocese, 
where it is added by way of note to 
the parochial report of the rector, the 
Rev. Hugh Smith. We respectfully 
suggest to the rectors and ministers of 
other churches in our communion, the 
utility of furnishing similar accounts, 
especially where any thing material 
occurs in their history. It will at all 
times give us pleasure to insert them, 
and we are sure they will be accept- 
able to our readers. 


“ The parish of St. Paul’s, Augusta, 
was incorporated a considerable time 
prior to the revolution. By a report of 
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“the Society (in England) for Propa- 

ing the Gospel in Foreign Parts,” 
it appears that the Rev. Mr. Trink was 
rector of the parish in 1764. He states 
to the society that there was then a 
good parsonage and a glebe of fifieen 
acres of land. In 1770, the Rev. Mr. 
Ellington wrote to the society, that in 
the three years then last past he had 
baptized 428, married 62 couples, and 
that his communicants amounted to 
about 40. After the revolution, the 
glebe was confiscated, and applied to 
the endowment of an academy. A 
church was subsequently erected on 
the site of the present St. Paul’s, which 
was open to all denominations. The 
Rev. Mr. Boyd, however, an episcopal 
clergyman, generally officiated, and 
was regarded as the rector of the pa- 
tish. He took charge of the parish 
some time previous to the year 1790, 
and removed from Augusta in 1798-9, 
to Natchez or New-Orleans, where, it 
is believed, he died a few years after- 
wards. ‘The members of this parish 
afterwards generally became attached 
to other denominations, and no at- 
tempts were made to re-organize it un- 
til the fall of 181°, or winter of 1819, 
when an act of incorporation was ob- 
tained from the legislature, which was 
altered and amended on an application 
to the next legislature. The corner- 
stone of the present church was laid 
in the spring of 1819, but the building 
was not in a state of sufficient forward- 
ness to be occupied until March, 1820, 
and was not consecrated until March, 
1821. 

“ St. Paul’s is built of brick; its 
length is 94 feet, and its breadth 62; 
it contains 124 pews on the ground 
floor, and 14 in the organ gallery, there 
being no side galleries. The pitch of 
the ceiling is 28 feet. It is of the Gre- 
cian Doric order; and in point of 
chasteness, simplicity, and beauty, is 
scarcely exceeded by any church é 
our country. The design was furnished 
by Mr. John Lund, the architect 
whom it was built. The cost of the 
building was upwards of 25,000 dol- 
lars. It has been furnished by sub- 


scription with an organ of superior 
tone and finish, built by Mr. Hall, of 
New-York, the cost of which was 2500 


Hebrew Tales. 
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dollars. The female part of the con- 
gregation subscribed the sum of 400 
dollars fur a service of communion- 
plate; and a bell of 15 cwt. has also 
been procured by the liberal contribu- 
tions of the congregation. 

“ The Rev. Hugh Smith, at that 
time rector of St. Ann’s church, Brook- 
lyn, Long-Island, was elected to the 
rectorship of St. Paul’s in the spring of 
1819, and entered upon his duties in 
the fall of the same year. There were 
at that time only four resident commu- 
nicants; since that period the whole 
number registered is 70; but deaths 
and removals have reduced that num- 
ber to 55.” 

f+ -___} 
From the London Literary Gazette. 
Hebrew Tales. Selected und trans 
lated from the Writings of the an- 
cient Hebrew Sages. 


Teran, the father of Abraham, says 
tradition, was not only an idolater, but 
a manufacturer of idols, which he used 
to expose for public sale. Being obliged 
one day to go out on particular busi- 
ness, he desired Abraham to superin- 
tend for him. Abrabam obeyed relue- 
tantly.—** What is the price of that 
gud ©” asked an old man who had just 
entered the place of fancy. “ Old 
man,” said Abraham, “ may I be per- 
mitted to ask thine age?” “ Three- 
score,” said he. “ Threescore years!” 
exclaimed Abraham, “ and thou wouldst 
worship a thing that has been fashioned 
by the hands of my father’s slaves with- 
in the last four-and-twenty hours !— 
Strange! that a man of sixty should be 
willing to bow down his grey head to 
a creature of a day!” The man was 
overwhelmed with shame, and went 
away. After this there came a sedate 
and grave matron, carrying in her hand 
a large dish with flour, ™ Here,” said 
she, “J have bre an offering 
the gods. Place 
ham, and bid 










me.” “ Place it h wo- 
man!” said Abrahaing “ghou wilt 
soon see how greedily they will devour 
it.” She did so. In the mean time 


Abraham took a hammer, broke the 
idols in pieces, all excepting the larg- 
est, in whose hands he placed the ia- 
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strument of destruction.  Terah re- 


- turned, and with the utmost surprise 


and consternation beheld the havoc 
amongst his favourite gods. “ What 
is all this, Abraham? What profane 
wretch has dared to use our gods in 
this manner ?” exclaimed the indig- 
nant Terah. ‘ Why should 1 conceal 
any thing from my father?” replied 
the pious son. “ During thine absence, 
there came a woman with yonder of- 
fering for the gods. She placed it be- 
fore them. The younger gods, who, 
as may well be supposed, had not tasted 
food for a long time, greedily stretched 
forth their hands and began to eat be- 
fore the old god had given them per- 
mission. Enraged at their boldness, 
he rose, took the hammer, and punish- 
ed them for their want of respect.” 
* Dost thou mock me! Wilt thou de- 
ceive thy ther ?” exclaimed Te- 
rah, in a vehement rage. “ Do I then 
not know that they can neither eat, nor 
stir, nor move?” “ And yet,” re- 
joined Abraham, “ thou payest divine 
honours—adorest them—and wouldst 
have me worship them!” It was in 
vain Abraham thus reasoned with his 
idolatrous parent. Superstition is ever 
both deaf and blind. His unnatural 
father delivered him over to the cruel 
tribunal of the equally idolatrous Nim- 
rod. But a more merciful Father, the 
gracious and blessed Father of us all, 
protected him against the threatened 


danger; and Ab m became the fa- 
ther of the faith 


—_=—— 
From the Ontario Repository. 
THE SPRING OF YOUTH. 


Extract from a Sermon recently delivered 
from the text, * We must needs die.” 
pe season in which piety 
Vated, and good habits 
haracter and hap- 
on the discipline 
god. Neglect not, 
you enjoy, nor 
to mislead you 
Mty. The slightest 
H convince you that there 
essential difference between right 
and*wrong, between virtue and vice. 
Imprint this difference on your me- 
mory, and strengthen the impression 
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The Spring of Youth. 
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by observation on the conduct and fate 
of your acquaintance. You will find 
those who started in life with equal ad- 
vantages experience very unequal suc- 
cess, and that whilst some by their vi- 
cious conduct have involved themselves 
in disgrace and ruin, others, by their 
good principles and by the regularit 
of their deportment, have obtained all 
the blessings which this world can af- 
ford, and have made the best prepara- 
tion for the next. . 

Whatever may be your pursuit, whe- 
ther commercial, professional, or scien- 
tific, be assured that good principles 
and good habits are indispensably ne- 
cessary to your success. However pro-~ 
fligate may be the manners of the 
world, yet piety and virtue are always 
sure to meet with respect; and even 
licentious men look with veneration om 
those religious principles and moral 
qualities which they have not firmness 
enough to cultivate themselves. They 
give vigour to the mind, and dignity 
to the character. They lead to respec- 
tability and distinction; and by the 
improvement of the mind and of the 
heart, form those dispositions which 
best qualify men for the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Waste not the season of youth in 
levity and indolence, which you can- 
not long indulge without the sacrifice 
of innocence. The formation of your 
future character, and consequently of 
your happiness, depends on your %.. 
duct during this important period. As 
you now sow, so will you hereafter 
reap. Your minds are now pliant, and 
open to every impression; and by re« 
membering your Creator in the days 
of your youth, and by industry and 
application and good conduct, you will 
lay a broad and deep foundation for 
future and eternal happiness. 

Consider how many young men have 
entered upon life with the fairest pros- 


all of which have been blasted, 
We. conduct, by indolente and pro- 


igacy and extravagance. By a kind 
of moral suicide, they have throwa 
away all their advantages, and de- 
graded themselves from happiness and 
respectability, to misery and contempt. 
e obligations which you owe your 

is can be repaid only by your 








oe 
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good conduct, by following their ad- 
vice and respecting their commands. 
Entertain due respect for thuse who 
are your superiors in knowledge and 
in years. Carefully avoid an over- 
weening conceit of your own abilities, 
and a confident presumption in the 
rectitude of your own judgment. Your 
opinion both of men and things, be 
assured, will greatly alter as you ad- 
vance in life, and many objects of your 
present,admiration will appear to you 
hereafter in a very different point of 
view. Be careful then how you form 
opinions, which at some future period 
you may be compelled to retract, and 
which in the mean time may lead you 
into serious difficulties. 

It must be acknowledged, at the 
game time, that many errors of the 
young proceed from the misconduct 
of parents. Their weak vanity, or 
criminal indulgence, conspire with the 
natural frowardness of their children 
to insure their ruin. Ere they leave 
the boy, they are permitted to assume 
the vices of the man! By a course of 
irregular pursuits, they anticipate old 
age and accelerate the approach of 
death, for which they have made no 
preparation. Guard then against these 
dangers. By a pious and virtuous life, 
be always prepared for death. You 
know not how soon he may approach. 
No season of life is secure from his at- 
ta No confidence can be placed 
in youth, strength, or beauty—for “ we 
must needs die.” 











Extract from Chalmers’s Sermon on the 
“ Observance of the Sabbath.” 


We never, in the whole course of 
our recollections, met with a Christian 
friend, who bore upon his character 
every other evidence of the Spirit’s 
operation, who did not remember the 
Sabbath day, and keep it holy. We 


appeal to the memory of all vee 







thies who are now lying in their 
that, eminent as they were in every 
other grace and accomplishment of the 
new creature, the religiousness of their 
Sabbath day shone with an equal lustre 
amid the fine assemblage of virtues 
which adorned them. In every Chris- 
tin household it will be found, that the 
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discipline of a well-ordered Sabbath is 
never forgotten amongst the other les- 
sons of aChristian education; and weap- 
peal to every individual who now hears 
us, and who carries the remembrance in 
his bosom of a father’s work and a fa- 
ther’s piety, if, on the coming round of 
the seventh day, an air of peculiar sa- 
credness did not spread itself over that 
mansion where he drew his first breath, 
and was taught to repeat his infant 
hymn, and lisp his infant prayer. Rest 
assured that the Christian, having the 
love of God written in his heart, and 
denying the Sabbath a place in its af- 
fections, is an anomaly that is no where 
to be found. Every Sabbath image, 
and every Sabbath circumstance, is 
dear tohim. He loves the quietness 
of that hallowed morn. He loves the 
church-bell sound which summons him 
to the house of praye&” He loves to 
join the chorus of devotion, and to sit 
and listen to that voice of persuasion 
which is lifted in the hearing of an as- 
sembled multitude. He loves the re- 
tirement of this day from the din of 
worldly business, and the ‘inroads of 
worldly men. He loves the leisure it 
brings along with it; and sweet to his 
soul is the exercise of that hallowed 
hour, when there is no eye to witness 
him but the eye of Heaven; and when, 
in solemn audience with the Father, 
who seeth him in secret, he can, on the 
wings of celestial contemplation, leave 
all the cares, and all.the vexations, and 
all the seculeriiesiiis alienated world 
behind him. 


Spanish Discoveries. 


The Journal des Debats gives the fol- 
lowing notice of a work which has already 
been announced : 

** Don Fernandez de Ns te, former 
an officer in ‘the na b= of He 
Royal Historical Acade id, di 
rector of the Hyd 
maritime geogra 
employed by his 
lect, classify, and 
of the state, the na 
and diseoveries u 
niards since the end of the 
tury, that is to say, since the ery of 
America. M. Navarrete has drawnifrom 
the secret’ archieves a number of décu- 
ments, among others, the inedited 












letters of the immortal Christopher Co- 
i.) 
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lumbus. All the deposits have been ac- 
cessible to him. The government consi- 
ders this collection «s an enterprise cal- 
culated to raise the honour of Spain, and 
to recall to mind the rights of the crown. 
Thus circumstances have brought about 
the publication of these documents, which 
the world has called for for so many ages. 
Desirous that his labours may be Le 
in France, M. Navarrete has caused to be 
prepared, under his own direction, a 
French translation. This is making by 
the Chevalier Verneuil, an officer of the 
University of France, and member of the 
Royal Spanish Academy, and that of His- 
tory, now residing at Madrid, and by M. 
Roquette, one of the editors of the New 
Annals of Voyages and Universal Biogra- 
phy. This translation is put to press, and 
will appear soon, with an itinerary map of 
the four voyages of Columbus.” 


A new Island. 


An inhabited island has been discovered 
in the Pacific Ocean. [ts north point is in 
lat. 7 deg. 10 min. S., and the centre of it 
in lon. 177 deg. S33 min. 16 sec. E. from 
Greenwich. The island is said to resemble 
a horse-shoe, its extent about eight miles, 
and appeared to be numerously peopled. 
The natives. are represented as being tall 
and well made, of a dark copper hue, and 
were naked, except some covering made 
of leaves. The land appeared fertile. The 
natives were quite wild, and they con- 
trived to steal whatever they could from 
the boats sent ashore, and even attempted 
to take the oars from the hands of the 
crew. This island was discovered by two 
Dutch vessels, and has been named Ne- 
therlandish Island. 


Intense Light. 


An experiment was lately made in the 
Armory of the Tower of London, in which 
the most intense light ever yet produced 
by art was exhibited. It was excited by 
directing a jet of alcohol, or the flame of 
a spirit-lamp, upon a piece of lime, by the 
action of a stream of oxygen gas. The 
light thus produced is calculated as be- 
ing eighty times more intense than an 
equal area of light emitted by the com- 
bustion of an Argand lamp. 






id of stereotype by 
‘whom the art of litho- 


graphy i » A sheet of ordinary print- 
ing with a layer.of stony 
earth pierreuse) to the thickness of 


half an inch, and sufficiently moistened 
with water. In half an hour it assumes 
the consistency of paste, when it is put in 
frames and on types composed in the usual 
manner, but not blackened, and the paste 
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becomes impressed with the characters. 
The sheet is then dried on a stone-flag, 
and melted metal poured on it. The me- 
tal becomes a thin plate, and has all the 
characters standing out on it, as well 


, formed as the original types. The proofs 


from these stereotype characters do not 
differ from those taken from moveable 
types. The author of this discovery offers 
to explain it fully for a subscription of © 
one hundred florins, as soon as he shall 
have thirty subscribers. He estimates the 
preparation necessary for the casting at 
one hundred florins, and the paper covered 
with the stony paste at six kreuss (2d, 
English) a sheet. 
Cedar Apple. 

The discovery recently mentioned as 
having been made by a gentleman of De- 
laware county, Pennsylvania, of the effi- 
cacy of the cedar apple in expelling 
worms, has excited considerable interest 
in that neighbourhood, and is still strong- 
ly recommended. The editor of the Ches- 
ter Union relates one or two instances 
that have come under his own observa- 
tion, which demonstrate its powerful effi- 
cacy; and states further, that in no in- 
stance has the remedy failed of having 
its desired effect. The apple or knot 
which is used grows upon the red cedar: 
it is a sort of excrescence, found at 
seasons of the year on the small boughs” 
or twigs, and resembles a nitted potato. 
The apple may be eaten like any other 
fruit, and the gentleman who made the 
discovery recommends one for every year 
that the child is old; others think a less 
quantity would do; but it is perfectly in- 
nocent, and may be eaten in any quantity 
without bad effects. Apples of a former 
year’s growth possess the same virtue as 
the green; but being dry, must be pound- 
ed or grated, and taken in molasses. 


Figurative Oratory. 

We once heard a country clergyman re- 
prove his congregation, and gravely as- 
sure them that “ the hand of Providence 
would not wink at their transgressions.” 
This was supremely ridiculous, but can 
be readily matched by specimens from the 
hall of our enlightened representatives. 
Mr. Pearce, of Rhode-Island, sys, “* My 
father and grandfather both saw the dark- 
ness of night glitter or the élaze of their 
dwellings!” Mr. Randolph talks of “stand- 
ing in the vacant place which I now oc- 
cupy ;” but he was probably a hen 
he said it. The members from out owu 
state and city are too much engaged in 
writing for the newspapers, to edify us 
with any very choice figures of rhetoric; ~ 
but the following by Mr. Markwell is 
quite ingenious :—* If this bill passes, a 
amall still voice will be heard in the west- 
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ern district, which will not knock in vain 
at the door of congress !” 


——— 
Wealth of the Church of Spain. 


The following article on this subject is” 


furnished by an English paper, and al- 
though it has already appeared in many 
publications in this country, yet its inser- 
tion in our pages will no doubt be accept- 
able to most of our readers. 


“The pope having granted to the king 
of Spain the liberty of conferring pensions 
amounting to a third part of the bishops’ 
revenues for one year, the Spanish go- 
vernment demanded of them (long betore 
the revolution) an estimate of their umount. 
It may easily be supposed they would not 
rate them very high, and it is thought 
that, with the exception of the archbishop 
Of Toledo, they only valued them at half, 
or the third part of their real value. The 
pay td were the returns received, and 
on 


e— 


Archbishop of Archbishop of 
Toledo - L.110,000 | Fortosa - ZL.6,000 
Zaragoza - 13,000 | Coria - 5,000 
Santiago - 32.000] Astorga - 4,000 
Seville - 40.000] Almeria - 3,100 
Granada ~- 11,500 | Santander 3,450 
Valencia - 26,000] Palencia - 4,300 

ma - 11,500 | Gerona - 2,500 

ncia - 8,000} Feruil - 3,000 





** The total revenue of the Spanish arch- 
bishops and bishops, according to their 
own estimates, amounted to 520,000/. ster- 
ling; the revenues of the canons of the 
Ast and 2d class amounted to 469,8457. 
Some of the canons whose incomes do not 
exceed 300/. are enabled to keep coaches. 
Many of the bishops live in a style of 
™Magnificence surpassing even that of the 
grandees. 


Income of the Spanish Clergy. , 





Tithes' - - - - L. 10,000,000 
Fees- - + = «© 110,000 
Alms ° - - - 1,950,000 
Livings - + - - 1,000,000 
Produce of church yards - 600,000 

LZ. 13,660,000 


“ At first sight it will appear incredible 
that a nation whose annual expenditure 
does not amount to 7,000,0002, should 
ever have allowed the clergy to raise a 
revenue double that of the kingdom. But 
this phenomenon has been a consequence 
of their enormous power. Yet in spite of 


the inquisition, all the men of talent who 
have governed Spain, have endeavoured 
to make the clergy contribute a portion 
of their immense wealth to the support of 

vernment. Long before the revolution, 

y had more than once applied the ec- 
clesiastical revenues to the public ser- 


vice; and when the cortes did the same, 
they only followed the example given to 
them by many ministers of absolute kings, 
who reigned prior to Ferdinand.” 


From the Church Register. 


First Annual Heport of the Female Society 
of Christ Church and St. Jumes’s, auxi- 
liary to the Education Society of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the Diocese 
of Pennsylvania. 


Iw obedience to the constitution, which 
requires an annual report to be read at 
this time, the managers lay before their 
constituents the following account of their 
proceedings :— 

The soc iety was organized in June last, 
since which time, § 333 33 have been paid 
to the treasurer of the parent society, 
$ 200 to constitute the Rev. Jackson Kem, 
per a vice-president of that society, and 
$133 33 towards constituting the Kev, 
Mr. De Lancey a vice-president of the 
same, the remainder of the $ 200 having 
been contributed by our sister society of 
St. Peter’s church, Part of this sum has 
been raised by the sale of fancy articles 
made by the ladies. We regret to report 
but 71 annual subscribers. From the two 
congregations many more had been ex- 
pected; nor do we yet relinquish the 
hope of seeing the number greatly in- 
creased. The managers are aware that 
objections have been made to the designs 
of the institution, but they think they 
have arisen from error, and are confident, 
that were the objects of the society fully 
understood, it would be liberally support- 
ed by the members of our church. Some 
of the best of men have received from the 
beneficence of others, the aid which en- 
abled them to obtain a liberal education. 
Almost every denomination of Christians 
lament the want of labourers in the Gos- 
pel vineyard ; and we learn from sources 
upon which the fullest reliance may be 
placed, that our church has greatly suf- 
fered on this account. To the Gospel of 
the Redeemer we are deeply indebted 
for innumerable privileges, comforts, and 
hopes Duty, interest, and gratitude lead 
us to afford our aid, however feeble, to 
the propsgation of the sacred truths of 
our religion, And we believe, in no way 
can we more effectually promote the best 
of causes, than by contributing our mite 
towards training up a body of pious and 
learned clergy. Some of the ablest mis- 
sionaries of the present day were sup- 
ported by education societies while pur- 
suing their studies. And how delightful 
would be the refiection, that we had been 
instrumental in aiding those who, under | 
the divine blessing, are to turn many from , 
the error of their ways, to purity and ho- 
liness. 
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Animated by such a hope, let us perse- 
were in our designs, and endeavour to do 
good to the extent of our abilities. 


Massachusetts Episcopal Missionary Society. 
The annual meeting of this society was 
held in St, Paul’s church, Boston, on Wed- 
mesday the 2ist of June, 1426, when the 
officers were chosen for the ensuing year. 
—lIn the evening, the report of the direc- 
tors was read, after which several resolu- 
tions were offered, and addresses made, 
the particulars of which will be given 
hereafter.— Gospel Advocate for July. 


Missionary Society of St. Matthew's Church, 
“ Boston. 

Within the last month a missionary so- 
ciety has been formed in this parish, with 
the most pleasing prospects of usefulness. 
‘The plan is a little different from most, if 
not from all the parish missionary socie- 
ties of our church. One half of the mo- 
nies for annual expenditure, is for the aid 
of domestic missionaries, under the direc- 
tion of the Massachusetts Episcopal Mis- 
sionary Society; and the other half is for 
the support of foreign missionaries, under 
the direction of the General Missionary 
Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States.—Jbid. 


Hartford Auxiliary Missionary Society. 

A society has recently been formed in 
Hartford, Connecticut, under the title of 
“The Episcopal Missionary Society of 
Hartford, auxiliary to the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America.” The bishop of the 
diocese is the president, who, with two 
vice-presidents, the secretary, the trea- 
Surer, and three managers, constitute the 
board for the transaction of business. The 
annual subscription is one dollar. Up- 
wards of one hundred and fifty members 
have already connected themselves with 
this society ; and it is expected that from 
this source about 200 dollars will annu- 
ally be paid over to the parent society. 


ea 





Church Missionary Society. 

The twenty-sixth anniversary was held 
May 2, at Freemasons’ Hall, Lord Gum- 
hier in the chair, The chief points of in- 
terest in the report were, the improved 
state of native female education in India, 
and the active co-operation of the bishop 
of Calcutta, Dr. Heber, with the plans of 
the society. The funds of the society 
have increased above those of the last 
year by 12007. The Mission Seminary at 
Islington prospers. Eleven missionaries 
have been ordained by the bishop of Lon- 
gon, and sent to their respective stations, 


EPISCOPAL ACTS. 
In the Diocese of New-York. 

The following article is taken from the 
Oneida Observer of the 25th of July. We 
regret that it did not reach us in time to 
copy in our present number the addresses 
referred to. They shall appear in the 
number for September. 

Bishop Hobart’s Visit to the Oneida 

Indians. 

* We have procured from a correspond- 
ent an account of the visit of the Right 
Rev. Bishop Hobart to the Indians at Onei- 
da castle on the 18th instant; and the bi- 
shop, at the request of the clergy present, 
hasfurnished copies of the addresses which 
he delivered on that occasion. The Indi- 
ans have for several years been under his 
spiritual superintendence, and he has sé- 
veral times visited them. His present vi- 
sit was principally for the purpose of ad- 
ministering confirmation, and for admit- 
ting to the order of deacons Mr. Eleazar 
Williams, an Indian, who has received a 
good education, and‘who for a long time 
acted among the Oneidas as a catechist 
and lay-reader, but who at present’ re- 
sides at Green-Bay. The bishop, with the 
clergy who accompanied him, the Rev. 
Mr. Anthon, of Utica, the Rev. Mr. Bulk- 
ley, of Manlius, the Rev. Mr. Perry, of 
Rome, the Rev Mr. Hollister, of - 
the Rev. Mr. Young, of Perryville, 
Rev. Mr. Treadway, of New-Hartford, the 
Rev. Mr. Griffin, of New-York, and the 
Rev. Mr. Burgess, of Connecticut, were 
met at Vernon by a party of the Oneida 
chiefs and others, avd escorted to the 
church, which was crowded by the Indi- 
ans an others. After morning prayer in 
the Indian language by Mr. Solomon Da- 
vis, their present catechist and lay-reader, 
in which the Indians united, the bishop 
delivered an address to the Indians, which 
was interpreted to them.” 

The Observer informs us, that at the con- 
clusion of the address a memorial was read 
by Mr. Williams on bel.alf of the Indians, 
to which the bishop returned a short re- 
ply. The bishop then addressed the In- 
dians who were to be confirmed; and 
after confirmation he also addressed Mr. 
Williams, who was thereupon admitted to 
deacons’ orders; thg bishép administer- 
ing “the holy communion to the clergy 
present, and to several of the Indians. 
The responses which they msde in the 
service, its hymns of praise which they 
chanted or sung, and the deep humility 
and devotion which they in general, and 
particularly the Indian communicants, dis- 
played, rendered the scene highly interest- 
ngs and sensibly affected all who witness- 
ed it. 


On Monday, July 10, at St. Philip's 
church, in this city, the Right Rev. Bi- 
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shop Hobart admitted the Rev. Peter Wil- 
liams, per a coloured man,) minister 
of the said church, to the holy order of 
priests. Morning prayer was read by the 
Rev. Benjamin T. Onderdonk, an assistant 
minister of Trinity church, New-York, as- 
sisted by the Rev. Levi S. Ives, rector of 
Trinity church, Southwark, Philadelphia; 
the sermon preached by the Rev. Corne- 
lius R. Duffie, rector of St. Thomas’s 
church, New-York; and the candidate 

resented by the Rev. Thomas Lyell, 

D., rector of Christ church, New-York. 

At an ordination held at Trinity church, 
Fishkill, on Wednesday the 12th of July, 
by the Right Rev. Bishop art, the 
Rev. William B. Thomas, minister of said 
church, was admitted to the holy order 
of priests; and Messrs. Edmund D. Grif- 
fin, William Linn Keese, and Alexander H. 
Crosby, recently students in the General 
Theological Seminary of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, to the order of dea- 
cons. On this occasion the bishop preach- 
ed, and also administered the rite of con- 
firmation to 17 persons. Morning prayer 
was read by the Rev. George Upfold, M. D. 
rector of St. Luke’s church, New-York; 
and the lessons by the Kev. Samuel R. 
Johnson, minister of St. James’s church, 
Hyde-Park. The candidates were present- 
a by the Rev. John Reed, D. D. rector of 

ist church, Poughkeepsie, and the Rev. 
Brown, rector of St.George’s church, 
Newburgh. 

Utica, July 18.—On Saturday last, the 
Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, who is now ona 
tour of visitation to the different churches 
in this part of his diocese, visited the 
church in New-Hartford. It was his inten- 
tion to have consecrated the new church 
erecting in that village, but as it was in 
an unfinished state, the ceremony was 
postponed for the present. On Sunday he 
preached in Trinity church in this village, 
and administered the rite of confirmation 
to 40 individuals. The morning service 
was read by the Rev. Edmund D. Griffin, 
and the candidates for confirmation pre- 
sented by the Rev. Mr. Anthon, rector 
of the church. Yesterday morning the 
bishop proceeded to Rome, to visit the 
church lately established there; and is 
to-day to administer divine service at 
Oneida castle. 


In the Diocese of North-Carolina. 

By the Right Rev. Bishop Ravenscroft, 
in St. Paul’s church, Edenton, on Sunday 
the 30th of April, 1826, Mr. Philip B. 
Wiley was admitted to the holy order of 
deacons. * 


In the Diocese of New-Jersey. 

On Wednesday, May 21, 1826, at Salem, 
by the Right Rev. Bishop Croes, the Rev. 
C. F. Cruse, deacon, was admitted to the 
holy order of priests.” 


Episcopal Acts.—National Jubilee. 
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In the Diocese of Pennsylvania, 

By the Right Rev. Bishop White, on 
Wednesday, May 10, 1826, Christ church, 
in the borough of Reading, was solemnly 
consecrated to the Christian worship of 
Almighty God. 


In the Diocese of Virginia. 

By the Right Rev. Bishop Moore, an 
ordination was held at Petersburg, Vir- 
ginia, on Sunday the 16th July, 1826, 
when John Grammer, jun., Benjamin O. 
Piers, Henry Aisquith, and Leonard H. 
Johns, students of the Theological Semi- 
nary of Virginia, were admitted to the 
holy order of deacons. 


National Jubilee. 

It has not beew the practice of this 
Journal, nor is it at all the intention of 
its conductors, to notice much of passing 
political events. And on the present oc- 
casion, when a nation has just celebrated 
the semi-centurial anniversary of its .ex- 
istence, it may be permitted to us, and it 
will be sufficient merely to state, that the 
preparations for observing this anniver- 
sary in various parts of the Union, gave 
promise of a higher character in the de- 
tails than any before exhibited. The three 
surviving signers of the Declaration of In- 
dependence, Messrs. John Adams, Thomas 
Jefferson, and Charles Carrol, all vener. 
able in years, together with the two last 
presidents of the United States, James 
Madison and James Monroe, were invited 
by the municipalities of the city of Wash- 
ington to meet each other, and be present 
at the celébration in that city. The same 
invitation had previously been transmitted 
to the three former by the municipalities 
of the city of New-York. For obvious rea- 
sons, both invitations were declined.—As 
usual, the corporation of this city gave a 
public dinner, at which were invited a 
larger number of guests than on any for- 
mer occasion. Bishop Hobart was called 
upon by the mayor to ask a blessing, which 
was done by him.as follows. It is copied 
from the New-York American. 

* Almighty God, we adore thee as the 
Dispenser of all good, and the Ruler of 
the universe; and we magnify thy name 
for the exalted privileges with which thou 
hast distinguished us amongst the nations 
of the earth. At thy command, a stated 
revolution of time was consecrated as the 
jubilee of liberty by thy people of old. Ac- 
cept, we beseech thee, the homage, which 
on this day that completes the fiftieth 
year of our independence as a nation, 
ascends from the hearts and the voices of 
the millions of freemen who enjoy this 
fair land and this goodly heritage which 
thou hast bestowed. Under thy guardian 
providence, thou Lord of Hosts, have we 
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advanced with unparalleled rapidity in 
the career of glory, prosperity, and hap- 
piness, fostered by those free institutions 
which were planned by the wisdom and 
won by the valour of our f thers, some of 
whom still linger among us, full of years 
and full of honours, blessed with our 
grateful recollections. Let the lively de- 
monstrations of joy which mark this day 
as the jubilee of the people, be chastened 
with holy dignity and sobriety, and ac- 
companied with submission to thy laws; 
so that thy favour may be continued, and 
the inestimable blessings of civil and re- 
ligious freedom perpetuated, to the latest 
generations. Grant especially, we beseech 
thee, that by thy providence and grace we 
may all be fitted for uniting, when the re- 
volutions of time have ceased, in that spi- 
ritual jubilee which, through the age of 
eternity, will be celebrated by the re- 
deemed of mankind, restored by thy power 
from the bondage of error and sin, into 
the glorious liberty of the sons of God. 
On this day, when we commemorate the 
great event which proved to the world 
that a nation who wills it, guided and for- 
tified by thee, shall be free, we forget not 
the oppressed of our race in other lands ; 
and we implore thee, Father of all men, 
in thy good time to send them deliver- 
ance. 

“Bless now to our moderate use and 
thankful enjoyment the bounties of thy 
hand, which filleth all things with good, 
and mercifully pardon and accept us, 
through the merits of Jesus Christ thy 
Son our Saviour.” 








Obituary Notices. 

Died in this city, on Sunday, July 16, 
1826, in the 26th year of his age, Mr. 
James Davipson Sworps, son of Mr. James 
Swords, one of the publishers of this Jour- 
nal. By a natural amiableness and sweet- 
ness of disposition, and tenderness of af- 
fection, he was peculiarly endeared to his 
parents, his family, and his friends. In 
the regularity of his attendance on public 
worship, while his health allowed it, and 
the Christian consistency of his character 
and deportment, he set a bright example 
to those of his own, and to those of a 
more advanced, period of life. In his en- 
durance of the long and distressing ill- 
ness, of nearly four years’ continuance, 
which terminated in his dissolution, he 
excited the admiration of all who wit- 
nessed the calm, meek, and even cheer- 
ful, resignation, with which he bowed to 
the will of his heavenly Father; and the 
Pious equanimity with which he antici- 
pated his approaching death. Of the sure 
foundation on which his resignation and 
his hopes were built, evidence is afforded 
in the following memorandum, kindly fur- 
nished by a venerable and pious clergy- 
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man, for whom he cherished the highest 
respect, and with whom as op terms 
of the most affectionate i ourse :— 

“ Several months ago, when in private 
conversation with Mr. James Davidson 
Swords, he freely disclosed to me the 
feeling of his mind under the pressure of 
his affliction, ‘1 know, Sir,’ said he, ‘my 
case is very hazardous; but I have ine 
dulged those refiections which convince 
me of my duty to submit with cheerful- 
ness to the will of my heavenly Father; 
and try to curb every disposition to choose. 
for myself.’ Soliciting the favour of his 
stating the ground on which his submis- 
sion was placed, he replied, ‘ Very cheer- 
fully, Sir; I know and feel that I am a 
sinner, and need a divine Saviour. I have 
nothing to plead as my own merit. The 
perfect work of Christ’s redemption, and 
his grace, form the ground of my hope; 
and this is the only true comfort I enjoy. 
—I have no doubt but this confidence in 
his God and Saviour, not only cherished 
his prospects for future felicity, but dif- 
fused its sacred influence upon his heart, 
which produced such charming serenity 
and cheerfulness that accompanied him 
to the vale of death.” 

In such « death, there is no cause for 
grief for the departed ; and much, surely 
much indeed, to mitigate that which the » 
bereaved cannot but feel for themselv 
much to minister resignation to the a 
of Heaven; and much to encourage them 
in that walk of faith, whose end is the 
rest, and the glory, and the joy, to which 
he has been called before them. : 


Death of Adams and Jefferson. 


Our obituary notices are, for obvious 
reasons, confined almost exclusively to 
persons of our own communion, The re- 
markable coincidence in the decease, on 
the 4th of July, 1826, of John Adams and 
Thomas Jefferson, the joint authors, as 
we are informed, and two of the three 
surviving signers of the Declaration of 
American Independence, and both suc- 
cessively presidents of the United States, 
justifies a departure from that rule; and 
we accordingly make this record of events 
that will long be held in remembrance by 
the American public.—Joun Apams, in the 
91st year of his age, died at his residence 
in Quincy, near Boston, at five o’clock in 
the afternoon of the 4th of July, 1826. A 
remarkable particular in the closing scene 
of his life is thus stated in a Boston pa- 
per :—‘ On the jubilee of independence 
his declining faculties were roused by the 
rejoicings in the metropolis. He inquired 
the cause of the salutes, and was told it 
was the 4th of July. He answered, ‘It is 
a great and glorious day.’ He never spske 
more. Thus his last thoughts and his 
latest words were like those of his whele 
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life—thoughts and words which evinced 
a soul re ith love of country and 
interest in lfare.” 

Tuomas Jerreuson, in the 84th year of 
his age, died at his seat at Monticello, 
Virginia, at 10 minutes before 1 o’clock 
on the 4th of July, 1826. The following 
notice of this event is copied from the 
New-York /imerican of the 8th :— 

* Another of the sons of our heroic age 
has passed to the tomb. By « coincidence 
marvellous and enviable, Thomas Jeffer- 
gon, in like manner with his great com- 
peer John Adams, breathed his last om 
the 4th of July. We remember nothing 
in the annals of man so strikingyjso beau- 
tiful, as the death of these two ‘ time- 
honoured’ patriots, on the jubilee of that 
freedom which they devoted themselves, 
and all that was dear to them, to pro- 
claim and establish. 

“The Philadelphia National Gazette 
states that Mr. Jefferson ‘ expired at Mon- 
ticello, at 10 minutes before 1 o’clock, on 
the 4th of July, within the same hour at 
which the Declaration of Independence 
was promulgated in the hall of congress, 
FirtYy rears aco. His demise was expect- 
ed for three or four days before it took 
place: he was sensible of its approach, 
and prescribed the mode of his own in- 
terment.’ - 

* The Philadelphia Gazette however 
ays, in reference to the hour at which 
the ‘ Declaration of Independence was 
promulged,’ that it was first read in the 
yard of the Philadelphia state-house, at 
abowt a quarter before 5 o’clock.” 
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For the Christian Journal. 


SOLITUDE, 
The place for serious contemplation. 


Hail, lonely hours! blest Solitude, in thee 
A soothing beim for all my woes; 

Absorb’d, | plunge into the boundless sea 
Of heavenly coutemplation, sweet repose. 


Drawn off from things of time, I soar away— 
Celestial scenes burst on my raptur’d sight; 
My joyful soul anticipates that day, 
When she shall climb those tow’ ring hills of 
light ; 
Where she shall see her Saviour face to face, 
His Gospel promises of pardon prove, 

Join those blest spirits ransom’d by his grace, 
Aad sing the mysteries of redeeming love. 
The greatest sensual joys whieh earth can give, 
Are trifling in the saint’s devoted breast, 

To those who in Almighty favour live, 
Who on the great Redeemer’s mercy rest. 
Adieu, vain world! let me enjoy my God ; 
His love enjoy’d is the extreme of bliss— 
‘ransporting views of heaven! Oh that I could 
But live and die in such a frame as this. 


r 
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For the Christian Journal, 
A SONNET. 


1 Tim. i. 1. “ The Lord Jesus Christ, whicli 
is our hope.” 
Now dawning hope, and faith begin ; 
For me, whilst dead in guilt and sin, 
My Saviour deign’d to bleed and die 
Will he not make me pure within, 

And he»r me, when for help I cry? 
Oh! yes! My Saviour, heavenly King, 
Thy mercies flow anbounded, free ! 
Then may my gratefal soul to thee 

In solemn numbers joyful sing, 

And praises mount with eagle wing, 
For that biest hope that smiles on me 
Unbounded 4s eternity ; 


The blood of Christ its source and spring: 


On that lt rest, to that I flee. 
MA. W. 


From Zion’s Herald. 
SINGULARITY. 
If [ woukt walk my God to please, 
And glorify bim here, 
I must not covet wealth or ease, 
But singulur appear. 
Re singular tor doing good; 
In saving souls from sin ; 
Ip running trom the multitude 
Of those who drink it in.* 
Be singular for chovity— 
fu loving all mankind : 
Forgiving all who injure me 
In body or in mind. 
Be singular in praying much, 
in watching unto prayer ; 
Believing tov, that only such, 
God’s presence here can share. 
Be singular for living well, 
Not as the world would say; 
But living with a view to dwell 
fn heaven, in endiess day. 
Be singulur for peace in death, 
And be resign’d to die ; 
Be praising God with every breath, 
As heaven to me draws nigh. 
A. br 
—_—_=—— 
Calendar for September, 1826. 
3. Fifteenth Sunday after. Frinity. 
10. Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
17. Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity. 
20. Ember-Day. 
21. St. Matthew the Apostle. 
= ¢ Ember-Days. 
24. Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
29. St. Michael and all Angels. 


Ecclesiastical Meeting in September, 1826. 


27. Convention of the Eastern Diocese 


meets. Z 





* See Job xv. 16, 





